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The end of post-racial America? 

In the immediate aftermath of President 
Obama's stunning election victory last 
November there were some who claimed that 
the USA was a country finally putting its racial 
divisions behind it. It was a view that 
was encouraged by the President himself. 
Many people, including Searchlight, questioned 
this and we have been proved right. 

The white nationalist and white supremacist 
movement took a political beating last year. 
In fact, few bothered to make much of an 
intervention into the election at all. 
Disillusioned with George W Bush, they clearly 
saw which way the wind was blowing. Almost a 
year on they are beginning to flex their muscles. 
The battle might be Obama’s health policy but 
the real issue is the colour of his skin. 

Publicly, many of the Obama-haters are 
draping themselves in the old segregationist 
Confederate flag. Privately, the militias are 
reforming and rearming. For political reasons 
Obama might not want to admit the truth but 
the racists are regrouping and preparing to 
strike. Race has dominated US society since its 
inception and at a time when the country finally 
has a black President the issue is set to be as 
dangerous as ever. 


Defend the Muslim communities 
White racist football hooligans are declaring 
war on Muslims in this country. In the guise of 
opposing Islamic fundamentalism they are 
travelling from city to city whipping up 
tensions and violence. As we witnessed in 2001, 
the intention of some is to incite a violent 
response from young Muslim men. To prevent 
this from happening everyone opposed to the 
English Defence League’s message of hate 
must stand together, shoulder to shoulder, in 
solidarity. Everyone must recognise that an 
attack on the Muslim communities is an attack 
on our multiracial society and therefore an 
attack on us all. 

As EDL protests spread across Britain, we 
would do well to remember that we all have a 
responsibility to stand up to hatred and racism. 


Bad company 

The presence of key BNP organisers at a nazi 
festival in East Germany is further proof of the 
true politics of the BNP. As the BBC bends over 
backwards to facilitate the BNP taking part in 
Question Time it would do well to look at what 
the BNP is really getting up toin Europe. —~< 
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e are living in dangerous 
times. Over the past few 
months small groups of 
football hooligans, racists 
and assorted fascists have whipped up 


Nick Lowles explains how 
the threat from the 
English Defence League 
should provide us with 


an opportunity to fear and violence in towns and cities 
promote the society we a a is 
wanttolivein. irty-five people were arrested in 


Luton in May after hundreds of racists, 
hooligans and thugs ran through a 
predominantly Asian area of the 
town, attacking property and people. 
Over 150 people have been arrested in 
three disturbances in Birmingham over 
the past few months. More recently, 
ten people were arrested in Harrow 
protesting against an attempted anti- 
Islamic demo outside a mosque. 

Over the next few months we 
will undoubtedly see more events and 
unfortunately more incidents of 
disorder. The English Defence League 
is planning protests this month in 
Manchester and Leeds. Their Welsh 
counterparts are organising events in 
Swansea and Newport and the Scottish 
Defence League will be protesting in 
Glasgow next month. 

So far the disorder, with the exception 
of Luton, has been on a small scale. 
This might not always be the case. 
An EDL protest in Dewsbury, Oldham 
or Bradford could well lead to mass 
disorder. But there are potential 
flashpoints all over Britain. 

Last month 60 people were 
involved in a mass brawl in 
Swansea. Four white men stood 
outside a mosque during Friday 
prayers and began hurling abuse. 
One ran in and threw some 
punches. Some young Muslim 
youths came out to confront 
the racists and soon 
afterwards dozens 
more white men came 
out of a nearby night- 
club, some armed with 
bottles and chairs, and 

a mass fight ensued. 

Now the Welsh 

Defence League, hop- 
ing to capitalise on 
this trouble, has anno- 
unced a protest for later 
this month. 


People Together 


There should be no underestimating 
the potential damage this disorder 
can cause. We only have to remember 
the events of 2001 to see how the 
actions of small groups of white racists 
— some nazis, some not — triggered 
three riots which ripped communities 
apart and catapulted the British 
National Party into national promin- 


ence. The scars from _ these 
disturbances still run deep today. 
And these riots were before 


9/11. They were before the BNP had 
become firmly implanted within many 
communities around the country. 
They were before British troops were 
dying in Afghanistan. 

A new wave of disturbances could 
have more serious consequences. 
In 2001 there was widespread chatter 
among football hooligans about 
travelling around the country to join 
in the disturbances. Very few did. 
Now it appears that far greater numbers 
are willing to get involved — perhaps not 
in travelling across the country but 
certainly in their own areas. 

Islamic fundamentalism has replaced 
the IRA as the biggest perceived 
challenge to British identity and 
masculinity among football hooligans. 
Chants of “No Surrender”, which once 
dominated pubs and sections of 
football grounds on match day, have 
increasingly been replaced with racist 
“anti-Paki” songs. 

On the other side of the spectrum 
there are growing numbers of 
disillusioned and angry young Muslims 
who will defend their communities and 
meet violence with violence. 

On 26 May 2001 a few dozen football 
hooligans and nazis sought to provoke a 
violent reaction from Muslims in 
Oldham. They repeatedly tried to get 
into a predominantly Asian area of the 
town but failed due to Searchlight 
intelligence and police intervention. 
During one exchange, one of the 
Oldham hooligan leaders told police: 
“There’s going to be a riot tonight”. 

Later that evening 12 of the group 
ran down an Asian street smashing 
windows and_ attacking people. 
Residents came out of their houses to 
defend themselves and their families. 


When the police arrived they took the 
white men into protective custody 
hoping it would stop the trouble. 
The sight of the whites being given 
protection infuriated local people and 
the police became the target of their 
anger. The Oldham riots had begun. 

It is the incendiary concoction of 
racism, alienation and suspicion that is 
so dangerous. The EDL is not a fascist 
organisation but there are fascists in key 
organisational positions and it is fuelled 
by Islamophobia and racism. That it is 
not an open fascist organisation and can 
mutate and manifest itself in different 
forms and in different places actually 
makes it more dangerous. 


Meeting the challenge 

It is against this backdrop that the 
HOPE not hate campaign has been 
pushing for the authorities to ban 
EDL events. The racists themselves 
and the violent reaction they seek to 
incite will have consequences well 
beyond that day’s activity. Violence 
breeds fear and fear breeds more 
violence. Only extremism wins. 

In Luton we proved successful. 
Over 14,000 letters were sent to the 
Home Secretary and Bedfordshire 
Police calling for an EDL demo to be 
banned. It was. We won. 

In Birmingham, over 5,000 letters 
were sent to the city council from local 
people urging them to prevent the EDL 
gathering there but we were ignored 
and 90 people were arrested. We are 
now using our online network to 
campaign to stop the EDL in Leeds 
and Manchester. For Leeds, we sent out 
9,800 emails and as a result over 8,200 
letters of complaint have been sent to 
the council and West Yorkshire Police. 
In Manchester, we are working with the 
city council to urge the Home Secretary 
to intervene and over 3,500 people have 
added their support. 

The online campaign has been 
effective in mobilising awareness of the 
EDL threat and giving our supporters a 


simple way to make a difference. But it 
is not enough. 

Firstly, there are only so many times 
we can ask people to carry out the same 
action. People will complain once but it 
is harder a second time, especially if the 
first action has not succeeded. 

There are limits to what the 
authorities can do. Organisers of a 
demonstration need to give police at 
least seven days’ notice of a planned 
event. For a static protest they do not. 
Timing, location and stewarding of a 
demonstration need to be agreed with 
police beforehand but not for a static 
protest. Following the Luton ban the 
EDL changed tactics and has begun 
calling for static protests, which limits 
the ability of the police — and ultimately 
the Home Secretary — to ban them 
outright. Other measures can be 
employed but most of these can only be 
carried out on the day of a protest. 
The loose nature of the EDL also 
makes prior intervention, such as 
stopping known individuals from 
entering a town, harder. 

‘More fundamentally, we need to start 
being more proactive. At the moment 
our actions are simply reactions. 
The EDL does not operate in a 
vacuum and while few people would 
support its violent intent, many 
would unfortunately share its negative 
and hostile view of Muslims. 

The EDL, and other hardline anti- 
Islamisation groups, oppose Muslims. 
They might claim they are opposed 
only to Islamic fundamentalism but 
their actions tell a different story. 
In Birmingham their supporters held 
up placards reading “No more mosques”; 
in Luton they indiscriminately attacked 
Asian shops and people; and in Harrow 
a protest outside a new mosque to 
oppose a Sharia court soon turned into 
a 9/11 memorial after the mosque 
leaders strenuously denied any such 
courts would be held there. 

We must also recognise that by 
attacking the Muslim population 


they are attacking our modern 
multiracial society and that is an attack 
on all of us. As a result we must not only 
defend the Muslim population but 
defend our society. 

The HOPE not hate campaign is 
launching a People Together initiative 
as a way of mobilising opposition 
against the EDL and other racist bigots 
such as the BNP, and in the process 
defend our multiracial society. We aim 
to bring together people of all religions, 
and none, the labour movement, the 
political parties and ordinary people 
around a simple statement opposing 
racism and defending our society. 

The statement can be adapted locally 
and support for it can be built online 
and offline. We want all those who 
oppose racism to stand together and 
stand up for what unites us. 

The bigger and wider the campaign 
the more likely we are to succeed. We can 
challenge some of the racist stereotypes 
that exist and also build alliances within 
and between communities, which hope- 
fully will be useful when combating the 
BNP in future. 

Opposing the EDL cannot and 
should not be left to the Muslim 
population. They might be the targets 
of the current wave of racism but if it 
were not them it would be another 
minority group, like so many times 
before. This might involve taking to 
the streets if the authorities do not 
or cannot act, but we will do so as a 
mass movement — a cross section of 
society — positively saying no to racism 
and fascism. 

In 1946 Pastor Martin Niemdller 
made a series of speeches, later 
reproduced as a poem, in which he said 
that it was failure of people to stand 
together that allowed the Nazis to win. 
The context might be different but the 
sentiments are the same. 

The EDL and BNP attacks on 
Muslims are attacks on all of us and we 
must defend them together in a positive 
and constructive way. << 


Visit www.hopenothate.org.uk to find out more about People Together 


by Nick Lowles 


A  MIDDLE-AGE, _ respectable 
looking man has emerged as a key figure 
behind the English Defence League. 
Alan Lake, a 45-year-old businessman 
from Highgate, North London, sees the 
EDL as a potential “street army” willing 
to be deployed against what they claim 
is rising Islamisation of modern Britain. 

Lake, who claims to have made 
money through computers, runs a series 
of intranet services for far-right groups 
across the world. Addressing an anti- 
Islam conference in Sweden last month, 
organised by the far-right Swedish 
Democrats, he told delegates it was 
necessary to build an  anti-Jihad 
movement. He spoke of the need for 
“people that are ready to go out in the 
street” and boasted that he and his 
friends had already begun to build 
alliances with “football supporters”. 

“We are catching a baby at the start of 
a gestation,” Lake later told The 
Guardian. “We have a problem with 
numbers. We have an army of bloggers 
[on the far right] but that’s not going to 
get things done. 


“Football fans are a potential source: 


of support. They are a Aoi polloi that 
gets off their backsides and travels to a 
city and they are available before and 
after matches.” 

In addition to funding materials and 
publicity, Lake has established a website 
that he hopes will become a clearing 
house for the EDL and like-minded 
organisations. He says that people in 
the movement must choose their roles. 
Some can debate on forums, some can be 
experts on the Koran. He is, however, 


quick to distance himself from fascist 
organisations and one of his only 
demands of the EDL in return for his 
funding is that it distances itself from 
groups such as the British National Party. 

Indeed, Lake appears to want to build 
alliances with all groups who might fall 
foul of the strict Islamic code, including 
lesbian and gay organisations, other 
religions and ethnic groups and 
supporters of free speech. 

Lake wants the message to be short 
and easy. At the Swedish conference 
he announced a manifesto based on 
four freedoms: free speech, democracy, 
equality in law and cultural tolerance, 
with no exemptions for any ideology 
or religion. 

He also stressed the urgency of the 
issue, claiming that within 40 years 
Muslims would be in the majority. 

Lake’s offer to finance the EDL 
appeals to the Luton division, who 
remain at the EDLs core. What began 
as a local reaction to the protest by a 
handful of Islamic extremists at a parade 
by the Royal Anglian Regiment in 
March has mushroomed into a national 
network that has increasingly been 
under the media spotlight due to several 
clashes in cities around the country. 

Violence has already occurred in Luton, 
Birmingham and Harrow and further 
EDL events are planned for Manchester, 
Leeds, Swansea and Glasgow. 

The EDL is run by 15 key people 
across the country who co-ordinate 
activists via email and social networking 
sites, such as Facebook. The group lacks 
a coherent message or vision, and even 
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The EDL in Birmingham 
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within its core, the EDL means different 
things to different people. Indeed, none 
of the 15 so-called leaders appears to 
have actually met all the others. 

The EDL seems to have become an 
umbrella name for a number of existing 
anti-Islam groups, such as_ the 
Birmingham-based_ British Citizens 
Against Muslim Extremists, the Welsh 
Defence League and March for England. 

While the group will claim to be 
open to anyone it remains centred 
around the football hooligan network 
and in particular gains support from the 
football gangs of Luton, Aston Villa, 
QPR, Southampton, Bristol Rovers, 
West Bromwich Albion and Wolves. 

It has become apparent that some in 
Luton EDL have become uneasy over 
being linked to the BNP and far-right 
politics. For some this is a genuine 
aversion, while others might have been 
persuaded of this by Lake, who appears 
acutely aware of its negative impact on 
the group. 

However, it is also clear that some 
other EDL leaders, in different parts of 
the country, have no problem with 
being linked to rightwing groups. 
The newly formed Scottish Defence 
League has known fascists at its core, 
while the Swansea Division shares 
many of its followers with the Swansea 
Jack hooligan group, which in turn 
supplies activists to the local BNP. 

At the EDL protest in Birmingham 
fascists and rightwing extremists were 
clearly visible, some happily giving Nazi 
salutes. They included Chris Renton, a 
BNP supporter from Weston-super- 
Mare, who runs their website. 

As publicity about the EDL 
continues, the group is likely to grow 
across the country. New units will form 
and new activists will take to the streets. 
Whatever Lake’s wishes it is unlikely 
that he will be able to direct EDL 
philosophy and actions too tightly. 
By its very nature and its core activity — 
taking to the streets — the EDL will 
attract people not averse to violence, 
particularly around the football 
hooligan network, and hardcore racists 
keen to use the group to spread racial 
hatred. ~= 


KEY FIGURES 


Tommy Robinson 

Robinson - the name is a 
pseudonym - is from Luton and has 
emerged as the leader of the EDL in 
recent weeks. Close to Alan Lake, 
Robinson, 28, claims to be a 
carpenter and father of two. 

He established the United People of 
Luton to counter the protest of a 
group of Muslim anti-war protesters 
at the home of soldiers from the 
Anglian Regiment. 


| Jeff Marsh 

A 44-year-old 
convicted football 
hooligan from 

| Barry, South 
Wales, Marsh is a 
Cardiff supporter 
and has been jailed three times for 
violence, including a two-year 
sentence for stabbing two 
Manchester United fans. He claims 
to have a degree in criminal justice 
and has written a book on Welsh 
hooliganism. He set up the English 
and Welsh Defence League but 
appears to be less influential in the 
current EDL. He attended the 
protest in Birmingham. 
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Chris Renton 

A BNP activist 
from Weston- 
super-Mare, 
Renton helped set 
up the EDL 
website. When his 


political links to the BNP emerged 
the EDL publicly distanced itself 
from him but he remains an 
important player behind the 
scenes. He attended the recent 
Birmingham protest. His brother is 
also involved. 


Leisha Brooks 
From Southend, 
Brooks appeared 
| to play an 
«| organising role in 
m= the Birmingham 
— = demonstration, 
though she did have a pair of 
knuckledusters confiscated by 
police on the day. She is friendly 
with underworld figures such as 
Dave Courtney, Carlton Leech and 
Mitch Pyle, son of the gangster 
Joey Pyle, and also knows Jason 


Marriner, a Chelsea Headhunter 
hooligan made famous by the 
television documentary series, 
Macintyre Undercover. 


Trevor Kelway 

A Portsmouth-based EDL supporter, 
Kelway has become a spokesperson 
for the EDL. In interviews to the 
press he has pursued the line that 
the EDL was a peaceful, non-racist 
organisation. The address he uses 
for the media traces back to an 
Afro-Caribbean hairdressers’ in 
Birmingham. 


Davy Cooling 
A 26-year-old 
known Luton 
football hooligan 
who now lives in 
Daventry, Cooling 
Pie originates from 
Northern Ireland. He is a BNP 
member and registered his interest 
in attending the BNP’s Red, White 
and Blue festival in August. Cooling 
administers the Luton EDL 
Facebook page. 


Joel Titus 

Aged 18, Titus is 
of mixed race 
and comes from 
Harrow, North 
London. He is an 
Arsenal 
supporter though attends 
Brentford home games. However, 
he boasted on his Facebook page 
that he took part in the recent 
West Ham and Millwall clashes. 
He has been able to draw in 
Arsenal and QPR hooligans to EDL 
activities. He runs the English 
Defence Youth and is paraded to 
the media as proof of their non- 
racist agenda. 


Richard Price 

An Aston Villa fan, 
Price was a 
leading figure in 
the most recent 
EDL protest in 
Birmingham. 
Aged 39, he claims to be subject to 
a football banning order and has 
served time in HMP Ranby. He has 
attended EDL protests in 
Birmingham and London. 


Campaigning 


Nick Lowles looks at the priorities for the HOPE not hate 
campaign over the next nine months. 


he British National Party now 

has a platform from which it 

can rapidly expand. Or so it 

hopes. It has the financial 
muscle and media access that two 
MEPs allow, the recession is causing 
unemployment, increased economic 
insecurity and antagonism towards 
economic immigrants, support for the 
Labour Party is declining and hostility 
towards the entire political system is at 
an all-time low. 

There should in theory never be a 
better time for the BNP to break out of 
the political margins and establish itself 
as a lasting force in British politics. 
Whether it can realise its long-term 
potential is uncertain and will be 
determined by events over the next 
18 months. 

While the chances of a major BNP 
electoral breakthrough in the next 
round of local elections will be reduced 
if they fall on the same day as the 
general election, as many people expect, 
they could supply a springboard for 
major gains in 2011. That in turn 
would provide a basis to build a 
campaign to make further gains in the 
next London Assembly election in 
2012 and the 2014 European election. 
The BNP would become a feature of 
the British political scene. 

If, however, the BNP underperforms 
over the next two years then it might 
find a less advantageous political 
landscape beyond 2011. Most economic 
observers believe that the economy, and 
particularly unemployment, will by then 
begin to improve, the political fortunes 
of the Labour Party might be on the rise 
and disillusionment within the BNP 
might have set in. 


General v local 

A general election has to be held within 
the next nine months. While the BNP 
is likely to put forward more than 200 
candidates, it will only challenge 


seriously in a handful of constituencies. 
Top of the list are Dagenham and 
Rainham, and Barking - the two 
constituencies covering the Barking and 
Dagenham council area. In Barking, 
the BNP will be the main challenger 
to Labour, while in the neighbouring 
Dagenham and Rainham constituency 
it will be a three-horse race with Labour 
and the Conservatives. 

Even a short time ago, that the BNP 
might win a parliamentary seat was 
unthinkable, but now it is not totally out 
of the question. As table 1 on page 9 
shows, the BNP is strongly based in 
both the Barking and the Dagenham 
and Rainham seats. 

In neighbouring Thurrock, where 
Nick Griffin, the party leader, is likely to 
stand, the BNP polled 17.5% across 
the borough in this year’s European 
election, compared to 22.7% for the 
Conservative Party and just 18.2% for 
Labour. The UK Independence party 
Polled 21.6% and its votes will be up for 
grabs in a general election. 

In Yorkshire, the BNP will challenge 
strongly in the Morley and Outwood 
constituency, currently held by the 
Schools and Families Minister, Ed 
Balls. In the 2008 local elections the 
BNP polled 5,956 votes across 
the new constituency, more than the 
Conservatives and Labour, who 
polled 5,897 and 5,745 respectively. 
Although the BNP will not auto- 
matically retain these votes in a general 
election, the 2008 results do give an 
indication of the strength of BNP 
support in the area. 

Other constituencies where the BNP 
is likely to poll well are Stoke-on-Irent 
South and Stoke-on-Trent Central. 
The BNP gained 17.6% across the city 
in the European election, but its 
strength is concentrated in these two 
constituencies. Compounding Labour’s 
problems in Stoke-on-Irent South is 
the selection of a Muslim Liberal 


The 2010 cam 


Democrat candidate. Another area of 
strong BNP support in the West 
Midlands is Nuneaton, where the party 
has two councillors and averaged 13% 
across the borough of Nuneaton and 
Bedworth in the European election and 
probably substantially higher in 
Nuneaton itself. 

While the BNP will hope to win a 
parliamentary seat it knows that its best 
chance to make electoral gains will be in 
the local elections in May. Searchlight 
believes that over 130 council wards are 
at risk of being taken by the BNP, with 
almost two thirds of the top 50 risk 
wards in just seven local authority areas. 
The vast majority of the risk wards are 
currently held by Labour or are 
traditionally Labour wards. 

If the general election is held on the 
same day as the local elections then 
the BNP will struggle to make serious 
gains. Turnout will be higher, which 
should boost Labour, and the party 
will struggle to get its voice heard amid 
the intensity of a general election 
campaign. Interestingly enough, many 
of the key areas where the BNP will 
hope to make gains also happen to be 
vital general election marginals, which 
will only increase the activity of the 
mainstream parties. 

Again, it is in Barking and Dagenham 
where the BNP will look to make its 
greatest advance. The BNP presently 
has 12 councillors, who form the 
borough’s official opposition, but will go 
for outright control in next year’s all-out 
local elections. 

In last year’s London Assembly 
election the BNP came first in seven 
of the borough’s 17 wards. In another 
three it came a close second. Anything 
like that result next May could give 
the BNP control or certainly make 
it the largest single party on the council. 

In neighbouring Havering, based on 
last year’s results, the BNP will be 
pushing to become the second party on 
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the council. However, like in Barking 
and Dagenham, one of its biggest 
problems will be to find enough 
candidates. 

The BNP will pose a threat in many 
of its traditional areas, such as Burnley, 
Epping Forest, Leeds, Stoke-on-Trent 
and Rotherham. We expect it also to put 
up a strong challenge in Sandwell, 
where the party has slipped back over 
the past couple of years, Tameside 
and Thurrock. 

Barnsley and Nuneaton and 
Bedworth could be growth areas. 
In Barnsley the BNP polled 16.7% in 
the European election and, based on last 
year’s local elections, needs only a 6% or 
less swing to win four wards. The BNP 
won two seats in Nuneaton and 
Bedworth last year but missed out on a 
third by just 16 votes and needs a swing 
of less than 7% in another two. 

A few new council areas where the 
BNP will push hard include Wigan, 
where the party has become increasingly 
busy in recent months, Manchester, 


South Tyneside and Bexley. 


HOPE not hate 
While the BNP feeds off the racism, 
alienation and economic fears in society 
at large, the focus of anti-fascists must 
be the electoral process. This is the 
chosen battleground of the BNP and it 
is election success that the BNP needs 
to grow. Obviously in the process of 
preventing the BNP from making 
electoral gains we will need to challenge 
some of the prejudices, myths and 
outright lies that give the BNP its 
support, but our campaign must 
concentrate on the key wards. Likewise, 
although we will intervene to prevent 
the football hooligan-based English 
Defence League from whipping up 
hatred and violence | in our 
communities, we must femain focused 
on the 2010 election campaign. 

We would love to combine electoral 
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Table 1: Votes for each party in the 2008 
local and London Assembly elections 


Constituency BNP Labour Con 
Barking 6,055 7,783 3,932 
Dagenham with Rainham 6,112 5,620 7,065 
Morley and Outwood 5,956 5,745 5,897 
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Table2: Wards where the 
BNP councillors are up for 
re-election 


politics with the longer-term cultural 
battle that is needed to reduce racism in 
society but we have to be realistic about 
the finite resources at our disposal, 
especially in a general election year. As a 
result we will need to prioritise and for 
HOPE not hate defeating the BNP at 
the ballot box is the priority. 

The HOPE not hate campaign will 
be focusing its resources into those 
wards where the BNP poses the greatest 
risk. General leaflets and other material 
will be produced for other areas but 
localised literature and targeted 
campaigning will be concentrated on the 
key wards and, for the general election, 
on Barking, Dagenham and Rainham, 
Thurrock, Morley and Outwood and 
the two Stoke-on-Trent constituencies. 

We will look to produce regular and 
localised leaflets for our key local 
authority areas, backed up by a massive 
telephone canvassing and direct mail 
operation in our key constituencies. 
Using our sophisticated online tools, 
our supporters will be able to canvass 
voters in the key areas from the comfort 
of their own home, though there will 
also be two or three telephone 
canvassing bases around the country for 
those who would prefer to do it 
collectively. A direct mail operation will 
help us deliver specific messages to 
different voters. 

Given that the anti-BNP message is 
likely to get drowned out during a four- 
week general election campaign, to say 
nothing of the saturation of political 
coverage especially in the key marginals, 
our work has to begin now. 


We shall be holding monthly 
campaigning weekends between now 
and April and encouraging as many local 
groups to get involved. We will offer a 
different leaflet each month but also, in 
our key areas, give local groups the 
opportunity to customise the material. 
In this way we can localise material, 
make it more relevant for voters and 
hopefully have a recognisable brand 
name by the time the election arrives. 

On the workplace front, we are 
looking to develop our Member-to- 
Member strategy among the unions. 
Continuing in the belief that the best 
contribution unions can make to the 
anti-fascist campaign is to talk to their 
own members, we will update our 
Union Toolkit and hopefully customise 
it for individual unions. 

We have already had discussions with 
several regional TUCs about running 
basic courses for union activists around 
our Member-to-Member strategy. 

All this will be backed up with our 
growing online operation. With 130,000 
online supporters, and possibly as many 
as 20,000 who will take an action 
regularly, we shall give people simple 
but important tasks to do from home. 
Our online tools will enable people to 
play an active role in the campaign 
wherever they live in the country and to 
self-organise. 

Our online technology is already 
beginning to pay dividends in helping 
us fight crucial council by-elections. 
Not only do BNP victories here add to 
its overall tally but each victory gives the 
party added momentum, something 
which it needs for internal party morale 
and to keep it in the headlines. A series 
of recent by-election efforts has seen 
us raise money and mobilise 
activists in different 
areas of the country. 


Developing 
organisers 
The fight against the 
BNP is ___ becoming 
increasingly difficult as the 
wider political landscape 
* worsens. Encouraging people 

who are thoroughly disillusioned 
with the political process to vote 


‘becomes harder, particularly in these 


difficult economic times. However, we 


Online and offline telephone canvassing 
will form a central plank of the HOPE not 
hate campaign 


Local authority 

Barking & Dagenham 
Barking & Dagenham 
Barking & Dagenham 
Barking & Dagenham 
Barking & Dagenham 
Barking & Dagenham 
Barking & Dagenham 


Ward 

Alibon (2) 
Eastbury (1) 
Goresbrook (2) 
Mayesbrook (2) 
Parsloes (2) 
Valance (2) 
Village (1) 


Bradford 
Burnley 
Burnley 
Epping Forest 
Epping Forest 
Epping Forest 
Havering Gooshays 

Kirklees Heckmondwike 

Leeds Morley South 

Pendle Marsden 

Redbridge Hainault 

Redditch Winyates 

Sandwell Princes End 

Sandwell Tividale 
Stoke-on-Trent Abbey Green 
Stoke-on-Trent Bentilee & Townsend 
Stoke-on-Trent Weston & Meir 
Solihull Chelmsley Wood 


Queensbury 

Hapton with Park 
Gannow 

Loughton Alderton 
Loughton Broadway 
Loughton Fairmead 


are already stretched to breaking point. 
With the BNP emerging as a threat in so 
many different areas of the country, and 
perhaps as many as 1,000 or more BNP 
candidates standing in next year’s local 
elections, our current structure simply 
will not cope. 

That is why over the next couple of 
months we are prioritising building the 
HOPE not hate infrastructure. To carry 
out anywhere near the amount of work 
that is needed we have to create HOPE 
not hate groups, led by confident local 
organisers, in as many areas of the 
country as possible. Over the next few 
weeks we are running 13 Organiser 
Academies in most regions of the 
country to train and equip people who 
want to become HnH organisers. 

These three-hour courses will give 
people the basic tools to run local 
campaigns, build local groups and 
organise activities. We will explain our 
2010 campaign strategy and show them 
how to use our online tools to organise 
and publicise events. 


Early in the New Year we will offer 
30 of our organisers the chance to attend 
a weekend residential school. These 
schools, one just outside London and the 
other in the north of the country, will 
allow us to develop more sophisticated 
community organising methods, such as 
building alliances in the community, 
involving and retaining _ activists, 
fundraising and running a campaign. 

Building this infrastructure is the 
most important and immediate task we 
face and it is essential if we are to build 
a network that can defeat the BNP. 
The HOPE not hate campaign has a 
huge online network but to turn these 
people into offline activists we need to 
be able to slot them into local 
campaigns that can organise 
meaningful activities in which they can 
get involved. 

Once this is done then we can really 
motor forward. 

The next few months will be busy. 
Defeating the BNP in May will largely 
depend on the work we can do over 
the coming months. Our national 
priority has to be Barking and 
Dagenham, where the BNP aims to 
take control of the council, but there 
will be work to do all over the country. 
In addition to our national strategy, we 
will have regional priorities and 
indeed priorities at local authority 
level. We will be building a movement 
in which local groups can help one 
another across the country while 
simultaneously running semi- 
autonomous campaigns locally. 

A general election on the same day as 
the local elections will help us in the 
short term but perhaps disguise threats 
for the following year. Given an 
increased turnout, especially among 
Labour supporters, a 20% BNP vote in 
2010 could easily translate into a 25-30% 
vote in 2011 when turnout slips again. 

And this brings us back to our core 
objective. The BNP won two MEPs in 
June and given the wider political 
landscape it should be capitalising on 
this over the next two years. If it 
succeeds then it positions itself to be a 
lasting political force. If we limit the 
BNP’s advances over the next two years, 
or even reverse its current gains, then we 
are in a position to drive the BNP down 
and ultimately kick out Griffin and 
Andrew Brons from the European 
Parliament in 2014. 

The stakes are high but then so are 
the rewards. ~= 


Searchlight 


Every month Searchlight magazine exposes 
the far right in Britain and abroad. 
Searchlight is the main source of 

information for anyone who wants 
to know about fascism and organised 
racism in Britain. 
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Want to know what the BNP and their 
friends are up to? Want to know what 
people are doing to fight back? 
Subscribe to Searchlight 


Subscribe to Searchlight ‘” 
£24 UK individuals £43 Non Europe individuals 

£36 Europe individuals £18 UK concessions* 

£32 UKorganisations £48 All non-UK organisations 


Please start my subscription with the next issue 
(cheques made payable to Searchlight) 


Name 


Address 


Postcode 


Amount £ 


Or pay by standing order 

Please debit my account with the sum of £ 

immediately and annually thereafter until cancelled by me in 
writing. 


Your bank name & address 
Account No Sort Code 
Signature Date 


Pay Searchlight Magazine Ltd (Account No 11110608, Sort 
Code 40-17-45, HSBC, 99 High Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1EQ) 
PLEASE RETURN TO: SEARCHLIGHT, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. 
*Unemployed, OAPs, students. Please send proof. 

Searchlight subscriptions are 100% data-secure, we never give our 
subscription list to any outside party. 


In praise of HOPE not hate 


\y The Southern €% Eastern Region TUC is committed 
to supporting the work led by HOPE not hate. 

The active involvement of thousands of people — 

many of them trade unionists — is vital to defeating 
the spread of. fascism and to improving and developing 


our communities. 


Megan Dobney SERTUC Regional Secretary 


Over the course of two weeks leading up to the 
European elections, Leicester students from the 
university and local sixth form colleges canvassed three 
wards, delivering HnH literature to almost 20,000 
homes. In addition, students at the university formed 
the Students’ Unions first anti-fascist society, under the 
HOPE not hate brand, signing up 160 students in just 
three days, and have continued their work past the 
elections to successfully push for a fascism awareness 
week during the freshers’ festival. Without the tireless 
work of the organisers at HOPE not hate and 
Searchlight, none of this would ever have happened. 


Owen Jones Campaigns and Involvement Officer 
University of Leicester Students’ Union 


‘»HOPE not hate is vital because of the important 
work it does to counter racism not just in politics but in 
British society generally. I am proud to have been one 
of the faces of HOPE not hate’s ‘Welcome the Stranger 
You Once Were’ campaign and I will continue to 
support this immensely important initiative in the 
coming years. 


Tulip Siddiq National Young Labour BAME Officer 


Searchlight and the HOPE not hate campaign have 
helped reverse the success of the BNP in Sandwell. 
Their work, especially in targeting the BME 
communities, has helped expose the BNP for what they 


really are — fascists, racists and useless councillors. 


Clir Gurinder Singh Josan 


“4 UNISON North West has worked closely with 
Searchlight for some time on anti-racist activity and will 
continue to do so. We value their in-depth analyses of 
current issues and robust campaigning style. Long may 
our partnership continue! 


Frank Hont UNISON North West Regional Secretary 
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The HOPE not hate campaign has led the resistance 
against the BNP. Its innovative campaigning and 
committed organisers have mobilised thousands of 
activists against the far right. While the BNP won two 
seats in the European elections they could have won a lot 
more if it hadnt been for the hard work of Searchlight 
and the HOPE not hate campaign. |) 


Chris Weldon Political Officer Unite 


The HOPE not hate campaign is the only way to 
bring everyone together who is serious about beating 


the far right 
Lee Baron CWU Midlands Regional Secretary 


All trade unions see the support of HOPE not hate, 
the intelligence and strategic engagement, as critical 
in the work that we have done and a vital feature of this 
campaign going ‘forwards. > 


Kevin Rowan Northern TUC Regional Secretary 


Unison and the Regional TUC have a long track 
record of working together with Searchlight and H' OPE 
not hate to fight fascist organisations. As a joint force we 
have been able to present the campaign against the far 
right in a way that local people can relate to. 


Cliff Williams Unison Yorkshire Regional Secretary 
and Chair of Yorkshire & Humber TUC 


The Searchlight campaign, HOPE not hate, was 
brilliant value for trade union members’ money. At 
a time when people were turned off national politic. 
Searchlight and the HOPE not hate campaign 
engaged new members, existing members and 
members who had never campaigned before in their 
life. The team spirit the campaign engendered in the 
North West across all sectors and campaigns was 
amazing — the trade unions learned much. y 


Cheryl Pidgeon Midlands TUC Regional Secretary 


¥»HOPE not hate have provided tremendous support, 
advice and encouragement in Bishop Auckland and across 
the North East. They have made a real difference to the 
effectiveness of ' our campaign. ) 


Helen Goodman MP 
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BNP exploits plight of former 


soldiers 


By David Williams 


THE DECORATED SAS veteran 
Andy McNab has condemned the 
British National Party after it tried 
to associate itself with his heroism 

by auctioning two signed copies of 
his books to raise money for Help 
for Heroes, a charity that helps 
wounded soldiers. 

“I was sick to the stomach,” stated 
McNab, whose works include Bravo 
Two Zero, when he was told about the 
BNP stunt. “I served with men of all 
colours and from many nationalities. 
They were all equal to me. That’s what 
the army teaches you. Nick Griffin 
thinks differently. 

“... [ve asked for my books back. 
Because I don't want anything to help 
the BNP promote their poisonous 
politics of segregation and hatred.” 

This is not the BNP’s only attempt 
recently to link itself to armed forces 
charities. The Huddersfield branch of 
the Royal British Legion (RBL) 
recently accepted money raised by a 
BNP supporter, seemingly in 
contravention of its own strictly non- 
political stance. 

The RBL had originally refused to 
accept the money from Rachel Firth, 
who spent 24 hours in a cardboard box 
to highlight the plight of ex-service 
personnel forced to sleep rough after 
leaving the Armed Forces. Firth said she 
would divide the money equally 
between the RBL and the BNP. 

The rejection angered Robert Walker, 
a BNP member who organises the 
Poppy Appeal for the charity in Golcar. 
He tried to pile on the pressure by 
stating that he had already agreed to 
accept the money and that the Golcar 
branch was happy with this. 

The laudably robust stance of the 
RBL soon softened, however, and 
within days of the row hitting the pages 
of the Huddersfield Examiner the RBL 
had agreed to accept the cash on the 
grounds that the donation was not 
made on a political basis and that Firth 
“is an individual raising funds for her 
favoured causes and wants to split those 


funds between the causes. We have no 
problem with this.” 

The BNP has also targeted FEBA — a 
military term meaning “Forward Edge 
of Battle Area” — a financially hard-up 
veterans’ charity based in Lanarkshire. 

FEBA, which does not receive 
government funding and relies on 
donations, was approached by BNP 
activists in Glasgow, who offered to 
raise £50,000 to help keep a drop-in 
centre open. Tommy Moffat, FEBA’s 
founder and a former Queen’s Own 
Highlander, said he rejected the offer 
but told the press that he may now have 
no alternative but to accept the money if 
the charity is to continue operating, 
after a number of grants allegedly 
promised by the Ministry of Defence 
failed to materialise. The MOD denied 
his claim, saying it had only offered 
FEBA a team of experts to help the 
charity obtain grants. 

Gary Raikes, the BNP’s Scotland 
organiser, met Moffat at the charity’s 
Glasgow drop-in centre and 
immediately posted photographs of the 
two men shaking hands on the BNP 
website to boast about how the 
BNP was coming to the aid of veterans. 
Moffat conceded he had already 
accepted £3,000 to help with the rent as 
well as a delivery of radiators from the 
Scottish BNP activist Walter Hamilton, 
though he denied he knew Hamilton 
was a BNP activist at the time. 

“It was only later that he told us he 
worked for the BNP,” Moffat said, 
“What were we supposed to do? 
We had nothing. We were sitting with 
no heating and it was freezing.” 
The story on the BNP website appeared 
to imply that it was Moffat who 
contacted the BNP for assistance, 
however. 

Trying to recruit serving soldiers and 
ex-servicemen has played a growing part 
in BNP strategy in recent years, 
signalled by the heavy promotion in 
2007 and early 2008 of its front group 
the Association of British Ex-Service 
Personnel (ABEX), now defunct again. 


Gary Raikes: boasted on the BNP website 
about the BNP helping veterans 


Of greater importance has been its use 
of the predicament of ex-servicemen for 
political purposes that has seen the party 
target areas such as Catterick for its 
propaganda drives. More recently BNP 
activists in Wales have tried to gain 
mileage out of the plight of vulnerable 
veterans by campaigning under the 
name “Soldiers Off Our Streets”. 
Griffin's public attitude to Britain's 
armed forces has changed since a few 
years ago. During the 1990s an article 
appeared in The Rune, an antisemitic 
magazine Griffin edited, praising the 
Waffen-SS as “no worse” than any other 
army. The Waffen-SS were of course 
condemned as part of a “criminal 
organisation” at the Nuremberg Trials. 
Griffin, however, believed the Waffen- 
SS was praiseworthy for its “courage 
and sacrifices”. Sad 
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ll things to all men 


Nick Griffin is engaging in contortions and sleight of hand to keep 
his members happy and ensure they keep on giving him their money. 


he British National Party “has 

almost righted itself financially 

after the massive outlay incurred 

in winning seats in the Euro 
elections,” according to Eddy Butler, the 
party’s national organiser. 

The announcement on 9 September 
followed three months of desperate 
begging letters and emails from Nick 
Griffin, the British National Party 
leader, claiming his party was “cash 
strapped” after the European election 
campaign. 

However it was not donations that 
had brought about the claimed change 
in the party’s fortunes but “a few short 
hard months of financial stringency”, 
said Butler. And “Chairman Nick 
Griffin has given up his party salary as 
he is now paid as an MEP”. 

It is unclear why Butler is making 
announcements about the BNP’s 
finances as he is not the party’s 
treasurer. Perhaps that explains why 
he goes on to contradict himself. 
“It should be clear from what I have 
said that the party is urgently in need of 
extra funding in the aftermath of the 
European election,” his statement 
continued. Referring to the legal action 
by the Equality and Human Rights 
Commission (EHRC) over the BNP’s 
“whites only” membership criterion, he 
added: “In these difficult times the 
party needs the understanding and 
loyal support of its army of members 
and donors’. 

The EHRC court case means Griffin 
has to tread very carefully. He does not 
want to fight the case because he is 
not confident the party can win and 
losing in court is very expensive. “For us 
to take this case to the next hearing 
would mean raising and risking at least 


Sonia Gable investigates 


£80,000,” Griffin wrote in an appeal 
headed “Emergency update. Adapt or 
die!” And “to take it all the way to the 
House of Lords would swallow up well 
over a million pounds”. 

But Griffin is clearly having trouble 
taking his members with him. That the 
BNP should not admit non-whites is at 
the core of their ideology. In their minds 
to let black people and Asians join 
would be a betrayal of everything their 
party stands for. 

Cleverly Griffin throws the decision 
back to his members, while ensuring he 
will have the outcome he needs. By 
letting the case go to a first hearing in 
court, at which the party obtained an 
adjournment but was ordered to pay the 
EHRC’s costs, which Griffin puts at 
“thousands of pounds”, he can argue 
that the party does not have a choice but 
to change its membership policy. 

Griffin also contends that the hearing 
shows that “traditional British justice ... 
is dead [his emphasis], murdered as 
part of New Labour’s creeping coup 
d’état”. In other words the BNP doesn’t 
have a chance against the EHRC 
(which Griffin persistently calls the 
CEHR) with its “70 top lawyers and 
£70 million to burn”, because the system 
is unfair and everyone is ganged up 
against the BNP. 

Having fed to bursting his members’ 
vision of themselves as martyrs, Griffin 
concedes that “we could still fight it all 
the way on a point of stubborn 
principle”. But it is up to the members 
to decide. “If the party collectively 
wants to fight, then we have to raise 
£80,000 extra in the next four weeks.” 

But in a sleight of hand, that money 
would not even go towards fighting the 
court case but to “buy in more top 


lawyers’ time to triple check and hone 
to perfection the changes we would 
have to make to our constitution 
and organisation”. 

So if the party doesn’t raise the money 
Griffin won't fight the case and if it does 
raise the money, he wont fight it either. 

A cynic might even suggest that 
Griffin deliberately delayed instructing 
lawyers to represent the party until the 
day before the court hearing, not only 
as a means of buying time by making 
it impossible for the court to refuse 
an adjournment, but also to ensure an 
award of costs against the BNP so 
proving to his members how expensive 
fighting the case would be. 

Griffin's chosen means of raising the 
money — the life membership offer — 
will guarantee failure in any case. 
Members are being asked to stump up a 
full £395 to become a BNP member for 
life. This is supposedly a discount from 
the full £500 that life membership will 
cost in future. 

Few BNP members have £395 to 
spare, especially after the BNP’s 
numerous calls on their generosity over 
the past two years. And with the high 
membership turnover in the party, even 
those who could afford it are unlikely be 
sufficiently committed. Of the BNP’s 
claimed 10,000 or so members, only 
around 250 are dedicated activists and 
many of those are unemployed or in 
low-paid jobs. The BNP’s membership 
is greatly slanted towards  socio- 
economic groups C, D and E. 

It would take 200 life memberships to 
raise the necessary funds, provided all the 
money goes towards hiring the top 
lawyers. That may not happen. Simon 
Darby, the BNP treasurer and press 
officer, told a journalist last month that 


one of the aims of the life membership 
drive was to raise funds for the 2010 
election campaign. He also stated that the 
party was short of funds — one day after 
Butler’s more optimistic assessment. 

Darby also revealed that the 
continued absence of the BNP’s 2008 
accounts was the result of extenuating 
circumstances and blamed an unnamed 
third party. In last month’s Searchlight 
we recalled that when the 2006 
accounts were greatly delayed, Griffin 
blamed Kenny Smith, one of the leaders 
of the internal rebellion that broke out 
in December 2007. We believed that 
this year he had no such excuse. 

We underestimated Griffin's ability 
to wriggle out of any difficulty by 
finding a scapegoat. We do not yet 
know who will have to carry the can for 
the 2008 accounts but two candidates 
spring to mind. 

One is Michaela Mackenzie, who 
earlier this year was quietly dropped as 
the BNP’s administration officer and 
national nominating officer, in charge of 
ensuring all election paperwork is in 
order. In January the BNP Advisory 
Council tasked her with investigating 
the implications of data protection 
legislation for the BNP. Perhaps she did 
not like what she found. 

The other is Jennie Noble, appointed 
the BNP’s treasurer in summer 2008, 
only to be replaced a year later. When 
Griffin announced the formation of a 
“full Treasury Department” headed by a 
“chartered accountant” last April, he 
thanked Noble for using her “extensive 
financial experience in pension fund 
management” to get the BNP accounts 
into shape and said the party owed her 
“a big debt of gratitude”. 

It would not be the first time Griffin 
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has lavished praise on someone before 
putting the boot in. 

Noble would “switch duties to take on 
running the Trafalgar Club”, said 
Griffin. The club, whose members have 
to pay at least £15 a month, would be 
“undergoing a major revamp and 
expansion later this year in order to raise 
its profile as the flagship of the Party”. 

That was in April. In August 
Trafalgar Club members received their 
first newsletter for some _ time, 
apologising for the “poor service over 
the last year” and claiming that the ten- 
year-old club was “working hard to sort 
out the administrative weaknesses ... 
since Jean stepped down as Secretary”. 

“Jean” is Jean Griffin, the BNP leader’s 
mother. The newsletter was signed by 
his wife, Jackie, “Acting Trafalgar Club 
Secretary”. Noble appeared to have 
disappeared without trace. 


The administrative | weaknesses 
encompassed postal _ subscription 
records, outstanding gifts, standing 
orders and cheques — just about 


everything really. The club’s spring lunch 
had not taken place this year because 
Adam Champneys, one of the BNP’s 


few large donors, who hosted the event 


in 2008 on his Kent farm, had been ill. 
However Jackie Griffin did have “a 
lovely hotel booked in Herefordshire” 
for the club’s main annual event, the 
Trafalgar Day black tie dinner on 24 
October. They were also still working on 
plans to “re-launch the Club later this 
year, including an advertising campaign 
to raise its profile and prestige”. 

The club’s sole purpose is to raise 
money for the BNP. Whatever Butler 
says, the BNP desperately needs money 
after spending up to £600,000 on the 
European election campaign and with a 
general election at most nine months 
away. Butler’s claim that the BNP has 
nearly pulled itself out of the financial 
trough may be motivated more by a 
need to stem the disillusionment among 
party members. They dug deep into 
their pockets for the European 
campaign in the hope that the election 
of MEPs would secure millions of 
euros, only to be told that none of the 
European Parliament funding can be 
used for the party so they would have to 
carry on giving. And now the party 
wants 4395 for life membership. 
Members could be forgiven for saying 
“you've got to be joking”. 
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The company the BNP keeps 


By Graeme Atkinson 


British National Party regional 
officer spoke at a nazi festival in 
east Germany last month 
alongside violent fascists and 
extremists from several European 
countries. 

Mike Bell, secretary of the party’s 
West Midlands region, attended the 
Fest der Volker (Festival of Nations) in 
Péssneck, Thiiringen, with three other 
BNP activists. 

They included Dave and Nina Brown 
from Nottinghamshire, who were 
taking time out from campaigning for a 
Broxtowe District Council by-election 
on 24 September, where Mr Brown was 
the BNP candidate. 

Their presence at the event, organised 
by autonomous nazis, on 12 September 
proves once again that the BNP’s 
rejection of nazism is only skin deep. 

Leading racist extremists from across 
Europe spoke alongside Bell and Mrs 
Brown at the music and politics festival, 
the fourth of its kind. They included 
Dan Eriksson and Varenus Luckmann 
from Sweden, Andreas Mayerhofer 
from Austria, Matthias Fischer from 
Germany, Bojan Rasate from Bulgaria, 
Pascal Trost from Switzerland, Milan 
Széth from Hungary and Patrik 
Vondrak from the Czech Republic. 

Behind them on the platform was a 
banner depicting two steel-helmeted 
soldiers of the German army and 
bearing the clapped-out fascist slogan 
“Europe Awake!”. In front of them was 
a mob of around 500 nazi boneheads, 
misfits and sociopaths. 

Many of the speakers have a long nazi 
pedigree. Eriksson has an extremist 
record going back several years and was 
a member of the National Democrats, 
which has links with the BNP, in 2003 
and 2004. 

Eriksson was among the nazi mob 
that violently attacked the 2003 Gay 
Pride march in Stockholm. He then 
moved over to the hardcore and violent 
Infol4 network run by Robert 


Vesterlund, who was heavily implicated 
in the cold-blooded assassination of the 
trade union activist Bjorn Sdéderberg in 
1999. Since joining Info 14, Eriksson 
has been a leading speaker at the 
Swedish nazis’ annual march in Salem. 

Eriksson revealed the psychotic and 
antisemitic nature of his politics when 
he described Holocaust Memorial Day 
as “the date which, for several years now, 
has made the most disgusting of sewer 
rats crawl out of their filthy holes, kneel 
to the star of hate and lick the blood- 
splattered feet of the new world order”. 

Luckmann is also an active and 
open nazi based in Helsingborg in 
southern Sweden. He first came to 
public notice after he was [D-checked 
by police at a football match on 30 
October 1999. He was in the National 
Socialist Front in 2002 before 
graduating to the so-called autonomous 
nazi group Helsingborgskampanjen. 
On the way he has collected convictions 
for threatening behaviour and 
obstructing police. 

Mayerhofer is active in the extremist 
Bund Freier Jugend (Free Youth 
League) in Lower Austria, as well editor 
of the openly nazi fanzine Sieg oder Tod 
(Victory or death). More importantly, 
he is one of the inner circle around the 
frequently convicted Austrian nazi 
supremo Gottfried Kiissel, who makes 
no secret of his fervent adoration 
of Hitler. 

Fischer is a well known German nazi. 
Aged 32, he is a vicious antisemite and 
was the German National Democratic 
Party (NPD) leader in the Fiirth area of 
Bavaria. Before that he led the violent 
Franconian Action Front until this nazi 
outfit was banned in 2004. Fischer 
also belonged to the bonehead 
Kameradschaft Aryan Hope and even 
has that motto tattooed on his skull. 
Now, after quitting the NPD in mid- 
November last year, he runs the Freien 
Netz Stid Kameradschaft. 

Rasate from Bulgaria and Trost from 


Switzerland are up-and-coming stars in 
the international nazi firmament. 
Rasate, the virulently homophobic 
leader of the fascist Bulgarian National 
Alliance (BGNS), founded the 
paramilitary “Guard” in 2006 as a 
brown-shirted strong-arm squad — “to 
protect Bulgarians from Roma 
harassment” — for his organisation, 
which is reportedly still under 
investigation by the Bulgarian state 
prosecutor's office for violation of the 
country’s constitution. 

As for Trost, a former public 
supporter of the nazi Partei National 
Orientierter Schweizer (Party of 
Nationally Oriented Swiss), he is so 
extreme that he was thrown out of the 
right-wing populist Swiss People’s 
Party (SVP) after joining an 800-strong 
extreme-right mob that shouted down a 
speech against antisemitism and 
xenophobia by the Swiss president 
Samuel Schmid, himself a member of 
the SVP. Trost does not belong to any 
organisation but is clearly busy 
cultivating contacts with some of 
Europe’s vilest extremists. ~= 


The nazis’ British helpers 


By Simon Cressy 


Four BNP activists are known to have attended the 
nazi festival, two of whom were featured speakers. 
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Mike Bell (left), Dave and Nina Brown (right) 


Nina Brown: Nina Brown is the organiser of Broxtowe BNP and 
a Brinsley parish councillor. Though now loyal to Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader, she was one of the original “Voice of Change” rebels in 
December 2007, led by Sadie Graham, at that time her best friend. 

It was Brown who let Griffin's security team into Graham's house 
to remove the disputed computer equipment. She immediately 
resigned as Broxtowe organiser and East Midlands regional 
secretary when it became apparent that she had been duped by 
Martin Reynolds and his security team. 

Brown wrote a statement of resignation on the rebels’ 
Enough is Enough website. However, following the collapse of the 
attempted coup d'état she quickly fell back into the fold and is 
now very much “on message”. 


Dave Brown: Husband of Nina and also a Brinsley parish 
councillor, Dave Brown was the BNP candidate for the Broxtowe 
District Council by-election in Toton and Chilwell Meadows ward 
on 24 September, caused by the resignation due to ill health of 
the Conservative councillor Wilfred Childs. 

Brown, a plumber, was also one of the “Voice of Change” rebels, 
but like his wife quickly got back in line when the whole charade 
fell apart. 

Both he and his wife are thought to be close to the neo-nazi 
musician Steve “Stigger” Callendine, formerly a member of the 
notorious white supremacist band Skrewdriver. 


Mike Bell: Originally from the Merseyside area Mike Bell now 
lives in the Northfield area of Birmingham and is the BNP’s West 
Midlands regional secretary. Until recently he was the organiser of 
the BNP’s South Birmingham branch, which he claims can hold 
meetings of over 200 people. 

Bell has the status of a minor celebrity in the party as he 
recently managed to ask a question from the audience on the 
BBC’s Question Time. 

His presence on the platform of a nazi rally in Germany might 
come as a shock to those who have encountered him selling 
poppies on behalf of the British Legion and laying wreaths to 
commemorate those who fell fighting the Nazis on 
Remembrance Day. 

Bell attended the Fest der Vélker with another unidentified 
BNP activist from the Birmingham area. 
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Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 


British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, IG5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


The BNP way 


A BRICK THROUGH the window is 
a British way of showing displeasure 
according to the leader of the British 
National Party on Epping Forest 
District Council. 

Pat Richardson’s remark follows a 
BNP campaign aimed at stirring up 
hate between local communities. 
A BNP leaflet distributed over summer 
headed “No mosques in Loughton” 
claimed ridiculously: “In parts of 
neighbouring Redbridge and east 
London the Islamification process is 
almost complete”. 

Epping Forest BNP is obsessed with 
Muslims even though they form only 
1% of the district’s population and there 
are no plans to build any mosque in 
Loughton. The BNP has built its 
campaign around the use of a room in 
Murray Hall, a community building, 


once a week for Muslim prayers. 


Richardson’s readiness to resort to 
violence is not surprising as she learnt 
her politics from Tony Lecomber and 
Eddy Butler. 

Lecomber, who lives in neighbouring 
Redbridge, was jailed for three years for 
possessing hand-grenades, detonators 
and bomb designs. Later he received 
another three-year sentence for beating 
up a Jewish school teacher with his gang 
of thugs. 

Butler, who lives in Loughton, is now 
the BNP’s national organiser but in the 
1990s he was one of a gang of BNP 
thugs who attacked a group of young 
people in east London. Butler smashed 
a young school teacher in the head with 
an iron bar causing serious injuries. 

The BNP’s Islamophobic campaign 
has given rise to violence. After 
Stephen Murray, an independent 
councillor for Roding Valley ward, 
spoke out against the BNP leaflet and 
defended the right of local people to 
rent Murray Hall, he was attacked by a 


teenager who threatened to set his dog 
on him in a local recreation ground. 
“He was clearly a BNP supporter,” said 
Murray. “He was shouting pro BNP 
slogans at me. It was a clear threat.” 
Murray has also been attacked on local 
BNP-supporting websites. 


Drunk, paranoid - and a BNP council leader 


THE LEADER OF the BNP’s 
largest council group in the 
country has been found guilty 
of failing to provide a breath 
specimen. 

Robert Bailey (pictured), who 
heads the 12-strong BNP 
group on Barking and 
Dagenham council in east 
London, claimed a drink 
driving charge was a con- 
spiracy by a “higher order”. 

Police stopped Bailey, 
43, on 28 May near 
his home in Chadwell 
Heath, east London, 
because he was 
driving without head- 
lights late at night. 
He claimed the stop was 
part of a plot against him 
and the BNP. 


He refused to answer 


when police who smelt alcohol 
on his breath asked him if he 
had been drinking. He then 
refused to give a breath sample 
twice at the roadside and again 
at the police station. 
In court he claimed 
Bailey, who is also the 
BNP’s London region- 
al organiser and east 
_ London organiser, was 
the victim of a conspir- 
_ acy against him, the 
BNP and “the indige- 
nous people of this 
country” and that his 
home and phone were 
being bugged. The court 
heard he had a possible 
personality disorder and 
may be paranoid. 
District Judge John 
Wollard fined him £490 


and banned him from driving for 
18 months. 

London will have elections for all 
council seats next spring and Bailey is 
already looking for “as many 
candidates as possible” to stand. 
However disabled people are not 
eligible. “The reasons for not standing 
are many but age, disability, and recent 
falling outs with the authorities still 
leaves a large proportion of the 
membership who are legible [sic] to 
stand,” Bailey wrote in a bulletin to 
party members early last month. 

Presumably “falling outs with the 
authorities” refers to the many 
members with criminal convictions. 
Now that he has collected one himself, 
will he consider himself ineligible and 
resign as BNP council group leader? 
Dont hold your breath. The “law and 
order party” has always been the 
master of double standards. 


Redbridge councillor 
saddles up with Irving 


A ROW HAS BROKEN out in Redbridge after the council's 
sole BNP member was made vice-chair of a minor 
committee. Julian Leppert (pictured) was nominated by a 
Labour councillor and seconded by a Liberal Democrat for 
the role on the cycling liaison group amid confusion over 
whether anyone else’s name could have been put forward. 

The councillors involved cannot have known that 
Leppert had recently attended a garden party at the home 
of David Irving, the convicted Holocaust denier. Over along 
writing career Irving, 71, has whitewashed the Third Reich 
and its Nazi leaders while describing Winston Churchill as a 
corrupt, racist alcoholic servile to Zionist forces. 

Irving was further discredited as a historian after he 
brought an unsuccessful libel action against the American 
historian Deborah Lipstadt and Penguin Books in 1996. 
During the trial in London the court found that he was an 
“active Holocaust denier” as well as an antisemite and 
racist, and that he “associates with right-wing extremists 
who promote neo-nazism’”. The judge also ruled that 
Irving had “for his own ideological reasons persistently 
and deliberately misrepresented and manipulated 
historical evidence”. 


ao 


Pictures on Irving's website showed Leppert at the party 
on 30 August along with some other BNP members. 
Irving’s account reveals his racist and nazi mindset. 
“Steve drives Jessica [Irving's youngest daughter] to 
Burnham station, as she wants to return to London (for the 
ghastly Notting Hill Gate carnival: Black-rap-crap all day. 
She'll grow out of it),” wrote Irving. And Devon was “the last 
refuge for the White English from scoundrels”. 

Finding some broken wine glasses he described them as 
having “made the ultimate sacrifice, ftir das Vaterland 
gefallen” (fallen for the Fatherland). The war is clearly never 
far from his mind. 

Throughout this year’s European election campaign 
Griffin used Churchill’s image to illustrate the BNP’s “Battle 
for Britain” theme and claimed Churchill “would have been 
full square behind the British National Party”. Irving of 
course believed Britain should never have gone to war 
against Nazi Germany. 

Griffin has claimed that the BNP has no time for nazis and 
Bob Bailey, the party’s London organiser, warned members 
recently against “adverse publicity arising from careless 
remarks or gestures” that might “impact on our chances in 
forthcoming elections and result in disciplinary action’. 

As usual, the BNP’s words are a long way from its reality. 


Burnley councillor exposed 
as insurance fraudster 


A BNP BURNLEY COUNCILLOR 
@ has been cleared by a standards board 
inquiry of behaving “aggressively and 
unpleasantly” towards two members 
of the public during and after a town 
hall meeting. 

This was Derek Dawson's (pictured) 
second acquittal by standards investigators 
during his four year-tenure. In 2007, he was reported for 
filming a colleague singing racist songs outside the office 
of Shahid Malik, the MP for Dewsbury. The footage 
was released on the BNP website. An inquiry concluded 
Dawson should not be penalised as he was acting in a 
private capacity, rather than as an elected representative. 

Dawson was less successful in getting away with a 
false insurance claim. In civil proceedings taken by 
Zurich Insurance, the court ruled that Zurich’s client, 
Stephen Hargreaves, and Dawson colluded to defraud 
Zurich of a claim initially amounting to £30,000. 

The claim was for an accident at Hargreaves’s house 
where Dawson broke his ankle. Medical and technical 
experts proved that Dawson's version of events was 
scientifically impossible. 

Scott Clayton, claims fraud and investigations manager 
for Zurich, said “Both Stephen Hargreaves and Derek 
Dawson were quite happy to face up and lie to a court, 
wasting everyone’s time and at great expense”. Zurich said 
it would further pursue the matter for contempt of court 
and was considering pushing for criminal proceedings 
against the pair under the Fraud Act. 


Return of the ‘village idiot’ 


RICHARD BARNBROOK (pictured), 
the BNP’s London Assembly member, 
has found another BNP member to work 
for him after losing his two aides to , 
the party. Anyone who has a question 
they would like Barnbrook to ask the 
Mayor of London is told to contact Chri 
Roberts at City Hall or to email him on 
christopher.roberts@london.gov.uk. 

Roberts was declared bankrupt in December 
2007 after failing to pay legal costs of tens of thousands 
of pounds awarded against him when he and his brother 
Barry lost a libel action against Searchlight. The pair had 
sued the magazine over an article that reported a dispute 
within the BNP, including allegations that Chris 
Roberts stole money collected at a BNP rally. 

The dispute had arisen after Griffin had extolled 
Roberts as a self-made millionaire who was leaving the 
City to devote his time and fortune to the BNP, but he 
had turned out to be a disappointment, according to his 
opponents. “It was now quite obvious that a little village 
somewhere, was missing its idiot,” they declared. 

The Appeal Court rejected the brothers’ claim, 
upholding the judgment in the High Court that the 
article was “the neutral reporting without adoption or 
embellishment or subscribing to any belief in its truth 
of attributed allegations of both sides of a political 
and possibly some other kind of dispute” — the 
reportage defence. 


Investigation sy 


Bond of hate 


The BNP and the British Freedom Fighters 


The BNP has shunned the old image of the “boots and braces” skinhead, 
instead favouring cheap suits, old school shoes and tacky gold jewellery. 
Simon Cressy proves that the neo-nazi bootboys in the BNP haven't gone away. 


WHEN JOHN TYNDALL formed the 
British National Party in 1982 it 
inherited a large number of skinhead 
followers from both the National Front 
and the British Movement. Tyndall was 
quite happy with this as he saw the 
skinheads as the natural foot soldiers 
of his racist ideology. 

After Nick Griffin took over the party 
leadership in 1999 the attitude 
towards skinheads cooled. Griffin 
realised that skinheads did not equate 
to votes (or membership fees) and 
publicly shunned them. 

However the reality is somewhat 
different. Last 
revealed that Eliots Bistro, the 
Nuneaton pub run by the BNP’s new 
West Midlands organiser, Alwyn 
Deacon, hosted a nazi shindig. 

Embarrassingly for the BNP, which 
holds meetings in the pub, and for 
Deacon, photographs were taken of 
the drunken event which show 
skinhead members of the nazi British 
Freedom Fighters (BFF) along with 


What's on 
under the 
suit? Two 
faces of 
Shaun 
Grimsley 


month = Searchlight- 


members of the violent Racial 
Volunteer Force giving Nazi salutes 
outside the premises. The incident 
caused some anger among BNP 
organisers in the West Midlands and at 
least one, Chris Turner of Coventry, 
resigned his position because of it. 

But the links between the BFF and the 
BNP do not stop there. Also pictured 
with the BFF at Eliots Bistro is Shaun 
Grimsley, who claims to be the West 
Midlands commander of the BFF. 

Grimsley is the BNP candidate for 
a Cannock Chase District Council 

by-election in Heath Hayes East 
and Wimblebury ward on 15 October 
2009. He also admits to being a 
member of the NF and associated 
with Blood and Honour, the nazi 
skinhead organisation. 

He says he attended the English 
Defence League protest in 
Birmingham on 8 August, which 
ended in violence, and intends to be 
present if the EDL marches in 
Manchester as planned in October. 

Grimsley is an unabashed National 
Socialist. One statement on his 
Facebook site reads “Hail The 
British Freedom Fighters, | am a 
Nazi HAHAHAHAHAHA 88 red 
scum”. The number 88 is code for 
HH —- Heil Hitler” Commenting 


about Rudolf Hess, Hitler's 
deputy, Grimsley wrote: 
“The man | most 

admire ever”. 


When one of his 
friends made a 
» lengthy posting 
& about the 
London nail 
bomber David 


Liverpool BNP outside TUC Congress 


Copeland, who killed three innocent 
people including a pregnant woman 
and injured 129 others, Grimsley left 
the chilling note “Hero 88”. 

Another BFF nazi from the 
photographs taken outside Eliots 
Bistro was part of a contingent of 
Liverpool BNP activists who handed 
out leaflets outside the TUC Congress 
in Liverpool last month. 

He is believed to be close to Liam 
Pinkham from Wirral, yet another BFF 
activist who visited Deacon's pub. 
Pinkham was arrested with three 
others at the BNP’s European election 
victory rally in Blackpool in June and 
was charged with racially aggravated 
intentional harassment. 

Pinkham also pleaded guilty to 
intentionally causing harassment 
to bookshop staff in July after he took 
part in a BNP rally in Liverpool city 
centre. Staff said he burst into the 
News From Nowhere bookshop and 
threatened to burn it down. 

Griffin claims he does not want nazis 
in the BNP. We await news of the 
expulsion of these BFF activists. ~d 


KICKIT OUT 
One Game, One Community Weeks of Action 2009 


By Danny Lynch 


KICK IT OUT, football’s equality and 
inclusion campaign, is uniting the 
football family this autumn as the game, 
from park pitches to the Premier 
League, gives its backing to the One 
Game, One Community weeks of action. 

With over 1,000 activities taking 
place nationwide over 13 days, 
One Game, One Community is widely 
considered to be sport’s largest equality 
and community engagement initiative. 
Synonymous for many supporters with 
the iconic One Game, One Community 
t-shirts worn by high profile players, 
the weeks of action actually mean 
much more. Lord Herman Ouseley, 
the founder and chair of Kick It Out, 
explains. 

“Coordination of the weeks of action 
is quite an undertaking”, said Ouseley. 


(left) 

Kyle Walker, 
Kick It Out 
Ambassador 
(below) Chelsea 
and England 
player Frank 
Lampard 


“Each of the 92 professional clubs 
dedicate a home game to the campaign, 
so close and regular consultation with 
each of them is key. There are a number 
of ways clubs can demonstrate their 
commitment to the weeks. Players 
warming up in the One Game t-shirts 
often provides the primary visual focus, 
but clubs are becoming more 
imaginative, some organising pre- 
match flag parades, fan choreographies, 
on-field presentations for pioneering 
community projects, and after game 
discussion evenings and seminars.” 
“The overarching idea behind the 
weeks of action is that the coming 
together of clubs, their fans and 
surrounding communities provides a 
focused, highly visible message of anti- 
discrimination. But, over and above this, 
it’s about helping clubs understand how 
crucial diversity is to our game and to 
maintain this mindset all year round.” 
With 16 years of campaigning under 
its belt, Kick It Out has witnessed, and 
contributed to, a welter of change, 
both in attitudes and policy, since its 
formation during the early days of the 
Premier League. As well as maintaining 
support from some of the biggest 
names in football, the scope and scale of 
Kick It Out’s work has shifted with the 
footballing landscape. Gender, sexual 
orientation, religion and disability are 
now as much a part of the campaign’s 
remit as race and_ skin 
} colour were back in 1993. 
This is reflected in the 
newly revised Equality 
Standard, a framework 
devised for clubs to 
, help with their equality 
» and diversity practices. 
The undoubted pro- 
gress made has, however, 
been tempered of late. The 
events surrounding the West 
Ham v Millwall cup tie in 
August and the monkey chanting 
aimed at black players of both sides 
were a “depressing development of 
an already shameful night,” according 


to Ouseley. “It shows that we must 
never be complacent,” he continued. 
“Just when the vast majority of us 
thought this type of behaviour had been 
consigned to yesteryear, we get this.” 

On these shores, such incidents are 
now rare. However, Kick It Out’s 
European remit as a core founder of 
the FARE (Football Against Racism 
in Europe) network means it is 
exposed to the slightly less rounded 
attitudes to race of some fans in 
eastern Europe. “The issues with 
certain supporters in some of the 
former Eastern Bloc countries gives us 
cause for concern,” said Ouseley, citing 
Croatian fans’ baiting of Emile 
Heskey in Zagreb as recently as last 
year as an example. 

As UEFA’s partner in its anti- 
discrimination programme, FARE is 
already looking ahead to the European 
Championships in Poland and Ukraine 
in 2012 and advising the governing 
bodies involved on ways to keep the 
focus on football and not the behaviour 
of the fans. 

The immediate task in hand, however, 
is to ensure this season’s weeks of action 
are as successful as ever. Some of the 
Premier League's star names have 
already signed up to Kick It Out’s 
ambassador programme, Michael Essien 
and Ashley Young being just two. 
They'll join seasoned campaigners such 
as Luther Blissett, Danny Wallace, Viv 
Anderson and Paul Elliott in delivering 
the One Game message beyond football 
stadia and into schools, universities, 
places of worship, grassroots clubs and 
youth organisations. ~ 


M@ Kick It Out’s One Game, One 
Community weeks of action take 
place from 15 to 27 October. To find 
out how you can get involved, call 
Kick It Out on 0207 684 4884 or visit 
www.onegameonecommunity.org. 
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Griffin sycophant leaves 


BNP the better to support it 


By Matthew Collins 


PAUL MORRIS, who blogs in support of 
the British National Party under the 
name The Green Arrow, has quit the 
BNP! He lasted in the party 
approximately four days and seven 
hours longer than we thought he 
would. 

Morris apparently fell foul of the 
party's mysterious copyright officer 
who allegedly badgered him to 
despair over the use of BNP signage on 
his blog to the point where an 
exasperated Morris dramatically 
announced he was falling on_ his 
sword. Readers at the Department of 
Work and Pensions and HM Revenue 
and Customs might be more 
interested in the fact that Morris's web- 
based begging bowl has now been 
joined by a line of “patriotic” tat as a 
means of earning some extra income. 

An old friend returned briefly last 


‘< 


month. The BNP’s loveable rogue and 
former press officer “Doc Edwards” was 
given a little bit of space on the BNP’s 
shrinking web pages to air his beer 
fuelled opinion that black people like 
mix-raced children because it 
increases what would (in his opinion) 
otherwise be a lower IQ. Rather like 
the BNP’s internal members’ forum, 
“Doc” vanished again overnight, but 
was still making himself heard when 
he drunkenly confronted Home 
Secretary Alan Johnson, ranting and 
raving about the dangers. of 
immigration to the extent that it was 


_ allegedly a toss-up whether they 


should call the cops or the men in 
white coats. For those who do not 
recall, the Doc’s real name is Stuart 
Russell and he used to be married to a 
Polish woman. 

The BNP’s legal beagle, Lee John 
Barnes, likes to intersperse his rants - 
mainly about Jews and Muslims — with 
a bit of his own cringe-making, cliché- 
ridden “Aryan” poetry. Last month he 
posted seven sick verses extolling the 
idea of executing criminals by burning 
them inside a Wicker Man in some sort 
of weird pagan sacrifice ceremony, at 
the same time as a BNP community 
councillor in Wales was advocating 
hanging drug dealers on_ live 
television. Earlier, the semi-literate 
legal loony claimed that schools were 
“willing to teach 5 year olds about 
homosexuality, abortion, anal sex and 
masturbation but not even teach them 
about patriotism let alone 
nationalism”. Apart from this being one 
of the BNP’s regular lies, I’m sure we all 
saw the party’s attempts to rectify this 
by inciting a 12-year-old girl to burn 
a golliwog that they pretended was a 
black person at their annual and 
shambolic piss-up in August. 

Another internet ranter is the former 
brothel worker and British People’s Party 
leading sociopath Kate Dermody. 
Rather like her stature-challenged hero 
with a child’s haircut, Kevin Watmough, 
Kate has been under real pressure from 
the rest of the nazi fringe who have gone 
out of their way to send us all kinds of 
stuff on the pair during their excellent 
fallout. Dermody has hidden herself 
from public view and_ reinvented 
herself as the cyber-persona “Shelly’, no 
doubt a rather buxom, mild-mannered, 
god-fearing Aryan. Shelly is a chatty little 
thing though rather inexperienced. 
| expect Kate will be back to posting 
grotesque shots of her insides as soon as 
her party has agreed with the local 
constabulary’s drug squad to have the 
opposition removed. ~ 


ee International 


Madonna concert hit by racism controversy 
By Rafal Pankowski for Nigdy Wiecej and Antifa-Net in Warsaw 


CHRISTIAN fundamentalists cannot 
forgive Madonna for the quasi-religious 
associations of her stage name, it seems. 
An added aggravation of her first east 
European tour was the choice of 15 
August, the Assumption Day holiday, for 
the Warsaw concert. All that could be 
dismissed, however, as a marketing ploy. 

But the Madonna concert also 
sparked debate about some less than 
honourable activities of its main 
sponsor, Allegro, which has been 
accused of turning a blind eye to the 
rampant sale of racist and neo-nazi 
material on the internet. 

Allegro is Poland’s biggest internet 
trader. Its online auctions are full of 
openly nazi and racist propaganda 
material such as football hooligan stickers 
bearing the racist Celtic cross symbol, 
accompanied by slogans such as “Poland 
for the Polish” and “F** the Gypsies”. 

Although these sales constitute a tiny 
fraction of the company’s turnover, 
Allegro flatly rejects any attempts to 
curtail them. Despite numerous 
approaches by anti-racist campaigners 
and negative media publicity, the 
company refuses to address the issue. 
Polish law forbids the promotion of 
racist and fascist ideologies, but 
enforcement is notoriously lax. “Objects 
do not promote ideas, only people do. 
That is why we will not remove sales of 
objects such as cups or T-shirts with 
swastikas,” says Allegro’s spokesman 
Patryk Tryzubiak, echoing the view of 
his company’s legal department. 

According to this curious 
interpretation of the law, only face-to- 
face nazi propaganda is illegal, while the 
distribution of racist and nazi 
newspapers, banners and records is 
legitimate. Independent legal experts 
have denounced Allegro’s claim. Allegro 
seems not even to respect its own 
rules, which theoretically ban the sale of 
racist material. 

Allegro’s behaviour is in stark contrast 
to the more responsible policy of 
Nasza-klasa.pl, which is comparable to 
Facebook. Nasza-klasa.pl approached 
the anti-racist Never Again Association 
for assistance after it emerged that the 
site had been used by nazis. 

“It is surprising to see how strongly 
Allegro defends its racist and neo- 
fascist auctions, even though they 


contain so much evil directed against 
fellow human beings,” says Dr Bartek 
Gutowski, coordinator of the Never 
Again Association’s online Delete 
Racism campaign. 

Several respected writers, artists, 
academics and humanitarian activists 
signed an open letter, initiated by Never 
Again at the beginning of 2009, urging 
Allegro to halt its sales of racist 
material. Although the letter resulted in 
numerous press articles criticising 
Allegro, the company ignored it. 

Poland’s leading graffiti artists, the 
3 Fala group, took the issue to the 
streets, painting graffiti in protest. 
A very popular rock band, Big Cyc 
(which participates in Never Again’s 
Music Against Racism campaign), 
started interrupting its concerts to 
explain what is wrong with Allegro’s 
policy of selling racist material. 

The musicians initiated an open letter 
to Madonna shortly before her appear- 
ance in Warsaw, protesting at her 
sponsor's involvement in touting nazi 
material. This produced more debate in 
the national media, including on the 
main news channel, TVN24, and in 
Gazeta Wyborcza, Poland’s major daily. 

During a concert in Romania a few 
days later, Madonna spoke out strongly 
against discrimination against Roma 
and gay people. She was met with loud 
boos from the audience, which clearly 
contained many racists. 

Allegro is owned by Naspers, a 
multinational media company based in 
South Africa whose record is tainted by 
its involvement in  apartheid-era 
policies. Founded in 1915 and until 
1994 called Die Nasionale Pers (The 
National Press), it was one of the pillars 
of the apartheid establishment and 
intimately linked with the ruling racist 
Nationalist Party (NP). 

Desmond ‘Tutus ‘Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission examined 
the company in 1997 and 127 of its 
journalists, though not the company 
itself, made a submission to the 
Commission apologising for their role in 
the apartheid years. It admitted that 
“Naspers newspapers formed an integral 
part of the power structure which 
implemented and maintained apartheid 
through, for instance, supporting the NP 
in elections and referendums”. 


Today Allegro is expanding into other 
East European markets including 
Ukraine, Belarus, Bulgaria, the Czech 
Republic, Kazakhstan, Russia, 
Romania, Slovakia and Hungary. 

The ‘Never Again’ Association 
together with Football Against Racism 
in Europe (FARE) is planning a three- 
year high-profile anti-racist awareness 
raising campaign in the run-up to the 
2012 European Football Championship 
in Poland and Ukraine. The issue of 
widespread online racist propaganda 
targeting football supporters is one of 
the topics to be tackled. “We are not 
going to let Allegro go on peddling 
racist material across the region,” Dr 
Gutowski has warned. ~= 


Islamophobes 
drowned out 


From Henrik Lunde for 
Antifa-Net in Oslo 


NORWAY’S TWO. LEADING §Islam- 
ophobic organisations, Stop the 
Islamisation of Norway (SIAN) and 
the small right-wing Norwegian 
Democrats, broke out of their tawdry 
internet existence by holding two 
outdoor events over the summer. 

The move ended in catastrophe. 
In June, angry anti-racists chased 
them off before they reached their 
assigned gathering place in the 
centre of Oslo. In an interview SIAN's 
leader, Arne Tumyr, compared the 
situation in Norway to the beginning 
of the Second World War, declaring: 
“We had the choice to surrender or 
arm ourselves” He is now under 
investigation by the Oslo police for 
hate speech. 

Their second attempt in late 
August was no less a fiasco. A tiny 
group of racists, who again had 
police permission to spread their 
poison in the centre of Oslo, were 
drowned out by a strong anti-racist 
counter-demonstration for the 


whole of the two hours granted for 
their rally. 


O>>) Red-Green 
parties win again 


From Henrik Lunde for 
Antifa-Net in Oslo 


THE RED-GREEN coalition formed 
by the Labour, Socialist Left and Centre 
parties retained its majority in the 
parliamentary election on 14 September. 

The Labour Party, which claims to be 
“tough but fair” on immigration, is still 
Norway’s dominant party with 35.4% of 
the vote. The long-established right-wing 
populist Progress Party (FrP) remains the 
second largest party with 22.9% of 
the vote, up 0.8% compared to the 
2005 election. It will occupy 41 seats in 
the 169-seat parliament, three more 
than before. 

Immigration and integration were 
hardly mentioned in the campaign but, as 
the FrP has been hammering this issue 
throughout its existence, most of its voters 
gave immigration as their main reason for 
voting for the party. The FrP has gone so 
far in scapegoating and blaming ethnic 
minorities for all things that are not 
perfect in Norway that there was little 
scope for it to go further in this election. 

The two microscopic fascist parties, 
Vigrid and the Norwegian Patriots, were 
triumphant when they managed to obtain 
the 500 signatures needed to participate in 
the election in one county each. As a 
result, they got broad media coverage and 
took part — all in the name of freedom of 
speech — in several school debates. On the 
election night, however, they were less 
jubilant after voters gave them a clear 
answer by casting just 174 votes for Vigrid 
and 184 for the Norwegian Patriots. 


_G!U/Vi Nationalist priest calls for 
amnesty for Nazis 


From Wim Haelsterman for AFF/Verzet - 
RésistanceS, in Brussels 


FIVE THOUSAND FLEMISH right- 
wing extremists gathered in late 
August for their annual “Ijzerwake’, 
which since 2003 has been the far- 
right alternative to the “moderate” 
nationalist “Ijzerbedevaart’ rally. 

In recent years, the ljzerwake, 
held near Diksmuide, has become 
more popular than the more staid 
ljzerbedevaart, | which __ barely 
attracted 1,500 people this year. 
In the “good old days” of the mid- 
1980s up to 50,000 attended the 
weekend event from all over 
Flanders and abroad, including 
hundreds of prominent nazis. 

The one-day ljzerwake consists 
of a mixture of speeches by 
nationalist hardliners, drum band 
concerts, demonstrations of flag 
waving, the singing of nationalist 
songs (including the South African 
national anthem from the days of 
the racist apartheid regime) and 
“orayer”. The choreography of the 
event is strongly reminiscent of 
the mass nationalist events that took 
place in Flanders and elsewhere 
during the wartime fascist era. 

An open-air Roman Catholic 
church service, led by a group of 
“Flemish-nationalist priests’, is 
also a regular part of the event. 
This year Father Van Essche 
launched the festivities by 
demanding an unconditional 
amnesty for all Flemish Nazi 


From Kenny Hjalte for EXPO in Stockholm 


THE NAZI PEOPLE’S FRONT - the National Socialist Front after makeover 
— staged a march against “political violence” on 22 August in the centre of 
Hassleholm in southern Sweden. 

The background to the protest was an arson attack, two weeks earlier, 
on a car belonging to Nils-Eric Hennix, the former leader of the fascist 
National Democrats. Hennix had been due to give a lecture on race 
biology and opposition to democracy for the People’s Front that day. 

The demonstration in Hassleholm, which Hennix addressed, gathered 
just 80 people. When they arrived at the town’s main square, they were 
met by anti-fascist counter-demonstrators who drowned them out with 
drums and a chorus of whistles. 

One of the other speakers was Stefan Jacobsson, representing Free the 
Order. The group’s name derives from an American group that supports 
the imprisoned activists of the nazi terror gang The Order, also known as 
the Silent Brotherhood, which was formed in 1982. 


collaborators and received - 
predictably — the first big round of 
applause. In his speech, Van Essche 
condemned the cordon sanitaire 
that the political mainstream has 
put around far-right parties in 
Belgium since the late 1980s, 
stating that Jesus, like the Vlaams 
Belang, rejects any form of 
exclusion. Later he demonstrated 
his hostility to Belgium’s French- 
speaking community and 
immigrants, warning them “Don't 
come any closer!” 

The evening before the rally, rival 
factions of the nazi bonehead 
group Blood and Honour Flanders 
clashed violently at a campsite 
nearby. 

MPs and leaders of the far- 
right VB were present as well as 
some members of the nationalist 
New-Flemish Alliance (N-VA). The 
VB’s top celebrity, Filip Dewinter, 
missed the event for the first time 
in its history as he was on holiday — 
in Africa! 

Frans Crols, the former editor of 
the business paper Trends, caused 
uproar at the rally by stating that 
Flanders should “let go” of Brussels, 
if it ever wants to become 
independent. This is a remarkable 
statement as the — Flemish 
nationalist movement has always 
claimed Brussels as the capital of a 
future Flemish state. ~~ 


Nazis demonstrate against ‘political violence’ 


Nils-Erik Hennix addresses the People’s Front rally 
Photo: Expo 


Michael Klein reports from Dortmund for Antifa-Net 


DORTMUND PLAYED HOST to a 
so-called “anti-war” march by more 
than 700 nazis early last month. 
Originally billed as a European-wide 
demonstration, the nazi gathering 
ended up kettled by police in an 
isolated area near Dortmund harbour. 

This hardly fitted the nazis’ much- 
trumpeted plans to make it a big 
event. Over several months they had 
distributed thousands of posters and 
leaflets, held several smaller rallies 
and staged concerts to raise money 
for the costs of a protracted legal 
struggle to get permission for the 
march on 5 September. 

An initial ban was lifted on the 
afternoon before the event. However, 
the court only permitted a stationary 
rally rather than a march through the 
city centre. Pressure to ban the nazi 
meeting had been particularly strong 
because a mob of 300 nazis had 
violently attacked a trade union rally in 
the city on 1 May. 

Several thousand _ anti-fascists 
protested at the rally, but only at a 
distance, as the police blocked any 
attempt to confront the fascists 
directly. Meanwhile, the nazis listened 


Mixed poll 
fortunes for 
extremists 


From Michael Klein for 
Antifa-Net in Hanover 


REGIONAL ELECTIONS _ IN 
Saxony, Thiiringen and Saarland on 
30 August left the far right with mixed 
results. Although the nazi National 
Democratic Party (NPD) lost votes in 
Saxony, it still gained 5.6%, enough to 
give it eight seats in the regional 
parliament. In Thiiringen, its 4.3% 
was too little to win seats but its 
increased vote will give the party 
further access to state funding. 

In Saarland the NPD took only 
1.5%, compared to 4.0% in 2004, 
swept aside as a result of its weak 
local structure and a successful and 
aggressive campaign by the Left 
Party, led by Saarland’s former 


to speeches from the rally organisers 
Dennis Giemsch and Christian Worch 
as well as from unidentified speakers 
from Russia, Belgium, Bulgaria, the 
Netherlands and the Czech Republic. 
The nazis’ “anti-war” slogans focus 
on blaming the USA and Israel as 


Social Democrat Prime Minister 
Oskar Lafontaine. 

The elections were very important 
for the NPD as it ran the risk, in 
Saxony at least, of losing one of its two 
parliamentary groups. Although its 
percentage was 3.6% lower than in 
2004, its 100,000 votes put the party 
above the 5% threshold. 

This is the first time the NPD has 
been elected twice in succession, a 
result that the NPD hails as proof of 
its political performance. It guarantees 
the party state financial support and 
facilities as well as an infrastructure 
providing jobs for some long-term 
activists. It also facilitates the 
continued mass circulation of hate 
propaganda. 

The NPD may have suffered in 
Saxony and Saarland because of the 
absence of a major issue like the 2004 
controversy over reform of the social 
security system. Some protest voters 
who supported the NPD last time 
might not have gone to the polls. 

Nevertheless, the party's 5.6%. as well 
as its 110 representatives at municipal 


Nazi ‘anti-war’ rally attracts 700 
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“rogue states” responsible for any 
and every conflict on the planet. 
The nazis see the weakening, even the 
destruction, of the USA and Israel as a 
precondition for a racial nationalist 
Germany becoming a superpower 
again. ~< 


level, are evidence of the core support it 
can now rely on in Saxony. 

The NPD had hoped to repeat this 
success in Thiringen and few anti- 
fascists would have forecast failure there. 
The party campaigned heavily but 
provoked negative national newspaper 
headlines by its verbal attacks and 
physical threats against Zeca Schall, an 
Angolan-born politician running for the 
Christian Democrats. 

In Saarland, some NPD dreamers 
thought they could top the 4.0% of 
2004 but public dissatisfaction at the 
right-wing government in Berlin went 
to the left. 

In the coming weeks, the NPD 
will concentrate its activities on 
Brandenburg where it hopes to leap 
the 5% hurdle in regional elections on 
27 September. The federal elections 
on the same day are important for the 
still near-bankrupt NPD to pocket as 
much money as possible. 

While not even most optimistic nazi 
believes the party will enter the federal 
parliament, its campaign will still be a 
challenge to anti-fascists. 
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Tea parties, race, republicans, 
and the opposition to Obama 


by Leonard Zeskind for IREHR and Antifa-Net 


n 12 September, tens — perhaps 

hundreds — of thousands of 

white people descended on the 

streets of Washington DC. It is 
impossible to come by a more exact 
crowd count, but the marchers seethed 
with a racist anger palpable to outside 
observers. One homemade poster 
declared, “The Anti-Christ is living in 
the White House”. Another simply 
said, “Oppressive  Bloodsucking 
Arrogant Muslim Alien’. And a host of 
slogans painted the first black president 
of the United States as an anti- 
American “other”. Standard Republican 
Party oriented signs opposed any 
Democratic Party initiated healthcare 
reform. The more standard refrain, 
however, was that Obama was a 
“communist” or a “socialist” or a “nazi” 
(sometimes all three in the same 
breath), as racism has donned the garb 
of anti-communism in a mass way, 
perhaps for the first time since the end 
of the Cold War. 

The march was organised by a 
dozen far-right groups, including 
Freedomworks, a corporate-financed 
conservative Republican outfit now 
chaired by Dick Armey, a former 
congressman from Texas. It would be a 
mistake, however, to think of this 
massive demonstration as some kind of 
fake grassroots mobilisation completely 
ginned up by _ inside-the-beltway 
lobbyists. Christian right organisations, 
anti-tax libertarians, anti-immigrant 
vigilantes, third party constitutionalists, 
and, yes, white nationalists of every 
tendency have also had a hand in 
building the opposition to Obama. 
In fact, the march against Obama on 
12 September was only the latest 
episode in a string of mass mobilisations 
that stretch back to last April. 

The protests began with a number 
of Tea Parties, supposedly named after 
the Boston Tea Party, which set off the 


American colonies’ = war for 
independence. Last April, more than 
260,000 people showed up at over 300 
Tea Party protests across the country. 
Mainline Republicans were among the 
protesters. Sponsors of note were Texas 
Congressman Ron Paul’s Campaign for 
Liberty, known for its far-right version of 
libertarianism, and the Rev Donald 
Wildmon’s American Family Association 
(AFA), long a pillar of the Christian 
right. Minuteman and other anti- 
immigrant activists added to the count. 

American income taxes are due on 
15 April, and the complaints focused 

on fiscal debt and taxes, two staples 
of the Republican Party opposition. 
But immigration and guns, issues 
usually considered the province of gun 
lobbies and nativists further to the 
right, were also part of the mix. 

The Tea Parties were repeated again 
on 4 July, when tens of thousands of 
middle-class white people in hundreds 
of different cities from coast to coast 
registered their opposition to the 
Obama presidency. At that point 
mainline Republicans backed away 
from the protests, and the Campaign 
for Liberty and AFA carried most of 
the water. The AFA website posted the 
names of more than 1,500 people who 
had signed up to organise protests in 
their communities. 

In Evansville, Indiana, the crowd 
stood at about 1,700, and one attendee 
told the local newspaper, “My strongest 
concern is that our president can say we 
arent a Christian nation and it’s hardly 
even noticed”. Almost 300 souls turned 
out for the Tea Party in downtown 
Terre Haute. Among their grievances: 
lax immigration ules,  socialised 
medicine and welfare. And in 
Oklahoma City news reports noted that 
several attendees believed President 
Obama was actually born in Kenya. 

The notion that Barack Obama is not 


a natural-born American, a requirement 
for the presidency set out in the 
Constitution, was first circulated by 
the Republican Party’s dirty tricks 
machine during last year’s election 
campaign. Despite all evidence that he 
was born in the state of Hawaii, this 
idea has been continually trumpeted 
since by conservative radio and 
television promoters. Now, a stratum of 
Obama opponents exhibit a religious- 
like devotion to this obviously false 
idea, and it has resurfaced in all the 
various forums of opposition. 

At a meeting in Delaware, one woman 
stood up and claimed that Obama was a 
citizen of Kenya. “I want my country 
back,” she told the crowd. If a person 
believes, like many do, that white people 
built this country alone, and as whites, it 
is not a long next step to think that 
President Obama is not a bona fide 
natural-born American. In this regard, 
the irrationality of the birther conspiracy 
mongers becomes less significant than 
the visible sense of white dispossession 
expressed in these protests. 

Obama’s nomination in May of 
Judge Sonia Sotomayor to the 
Supreme Court added fuel to this fire. 
Born in New York of Puerto Rican 
parentage, Sotomayor had _ benefited 
from affirmative action measures that 
recognised her scholastic achievements 
and allowed her to attend an elite 
university and law school. As an 
appellate judge, she had let stand a 
hiring programme for fire-fighters in 
Connecticut that gave black and Latin 
applicants a leg-up for jobs that had 
been held almost exclusively by whites. 
Her confirmation in July was taken by 
the opposition as another sign that 
Obama was disempowering white 
people. It led to another round of 
claims that “their” country was being 
taken away from them and _ they 
wanted it back. 


Protesters gather in Washington DC in 
opposition to President Obama's health plan 
Photo: D Browne and M O'Neil 


By the time of the August 
congressional recess, when Democratic 
politicians returned to their home 
districts to discuss healthcare reform in 
“town hall” settings, a loud and angry 
opposition movement had congealed. 
It was not strictly Republican; in fact 
Republicans were struggling to keep up 
with the high levels of raw emotion 
found in the white middle-class grass 
roots. Although race is at its core, this 
new movement has so far not declared 
itself explicitly and self-consciously 
racist. However, some white nationalist 
organisations and individuals have 
decided to change all that by trying to 
turn these melanin-deprived protests 
into a recruiting zone. 

In this regard, national socialists and 
others created a discussion thread on 
the Stormfront website, calling for a 
Tea Party for Americans Coalition. 
“We need a relevant transitional 
envelope-pushing flyer for the masses. 
Take these Tea Party Americans by 
the hand and help them go from 
crawling to standing independently and 
then walking towards racialism,” one 
post argued. 

Not everyone was entirely optimistic 
about the results of such activity. 
An opinion piece in the Council of 
Conservative Citizens’ tabloid news- 
paper, The Citizen Informer, weighed the 
possibilities. On the positive side was, 
“the fact that hundreds of thousands of 
white people got up the nerve to oppose 
the government [was] astonishing”. On 
the other hand, the “negative tendency 
that plagues Tea Party activism ... [is] to 
deny the racial dynamic empowering the 
movement”. The piece concluded that, 
“The future of this revolution, if that is 
what it is, depends on white zealots”. 

Another account yet, by Billy Roper’s 
group, White Revolution, described their 
intervention at a ‘Tea Party in 


Russellville, Arkansas. They held signs 


opposing “illegal immigration’, handed 
out leaflets stating general principles and 
then came back after the Tea Party 
disbanded to have a protest of their own. 

In Goodland, Kansas, Tea Partiers 
transformed themselves into the 
High Plains Constitutional Society. 
The constitutionalists sponsored a talk 
by- Richard Mack, a former Arizona 
sheriff who became a darling of the 
militia movement in the mid-1990s. 
Mack has been stumping around small 
towns in Montana, drawing large 
crowds to public meetings, according to 
the Montana Human Rights Network. 

The militia movement has appeared 
again, dressed in camouflage fatigues 
and carrying assault-style weapons on 
“training” exercises in the woods. It has 
popped up in Montana, Michigan and 
other states where it was strong during 
the Clinton presidency. Further, several 
high-profile incidents — the murder of a 
doctor whose practice included 
abortions in Wichita, the shooting at 
the Holocaust Museum in Washington 
DC that resulted in the murder of a 
security guard, and the assassination of 
a Latino man and his nine-year old 
daughter in Arizona by a gang of anti- 
immigrant vigilantes — echoed the type 
of racist violence that had swelled in the 
mid-1990s. 

Nevertheless, the opposition to the 
Obama presidency cannot be reduced 
simply to a return of Clinton-era 


militias and white nationalism. 
Something new is developing, the 
ultimate shape of which has not yet been 
established. It looks now like an 
opposition “bloc”, with many different 
political elements: ultra-conservative 
Republicans of both the Pat Buchanan 
and free market variety; anti-tax Tea 
Party libertarians from the Ron Paul 
camp; Christian right activists intent on 
remoulding the country into their kind 
of Kingdom; birth certificate conspiracy 
theorists, anti-immigrant nativists of the 
armed Minuteman and the policy wonk 
variety; third party “constitutionalists”; 
and white nationalists of both the 
citizens councils and the Stormfront 
national socialist variety. 

For the angry white middle 
Americans who are the spine of this 
opposition, the issue is whose America 
is the real America: theirs or Barack 
Obama’s. These are existential questions 
of national identity — questions that will 
continue to burn long after the current 
debate about healthcare policy is over. 

For white nationalists the results are 
mixed. They still have not developed any 
kind of programme aimed at white 
people hardest hit by the economic crisis. 
Instead, they have chosen to insert 
themselves into someone else’s parade. 
And these points of political weakness 
among the white power set cannot be 
remedied by murdering doctors, museum 
guards and nine-year girls. ~= 
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THE SLOGAN for the Anti-fascist Days of 
Action against the 50th annual nazi 
Ulrichsberg commemoration in 
Carinthia was “Blow the Ulrichsberg 
rally away”. And against all expectations 
the campaign achieved success when 
the nazi organisers threw in the towel 
and cancelled the event after a 
monumental display of incompetence. 

Every autumn, Nazi veterans of the 
German Army and the Waffen SS, 
student fraternities and young nazis 
meet in Ulrichsberg to commemorate 
the fallen of both world wars and the 
so-called Carinthian Defence War 
against Slovenian troops in the 
aftermath of the First World War. 
They are assisted by the Austrian army 
and joined by politicians of almost all 
the mainstream parties. 

The glorification of the Wehrmacht 
and Waffen SS bestows a positive 
image on Nazism itself, turning history 
on its head. Their innumerable crimes 
are concealed or excused with 
claims about soldiers doing their duty, 
the Nazis’ war atrocities are equated 
with the military actions of the Allies 
and anti-fascist partisans, history is 
reinterpreted and their own guilt 
is denied. 

Up to mid-June, Wolf Dieter 
Ressenig, executive director of the 


Ulrichsberg Association, who has 
overall responsibility for organising 
the commemoration, was advertising 
Nazi relics for sale on the internet, 
including a gold Mother's Cross, an SA 
sword, two Iron Crosses dating from 
1939 which in the original had an 
engraved swastika, and a Wehrmacht 
rucksack. “All original and in perfect 
condition,’ he told potential buyers. 

When the advertisements were 
exposed a month later, legal 
proceedings were taken against him 
for violation of Austria’s postwar laws 
banning the revival of Nazism. 
Ressenig’s immediate response was: 
“Much ado about nothing”. 

As a result of the furore surrounding 
Ressenig, at the end of August the 
Austrian Defence Ministry banned 
participation of the Austrian army at 
Ulrichsberg. This was catastrophic for 
Ressenig and his pals because the rally 
depends heavily on the support of the 
military, which provides not only a 
band and a guard of honour but, more 
importantly, the logistics and the 
military vehicles needed to drive 
elderly and infirm participants to the 
top of the Ulrichsberg mountain. 

Faced with the army's retreat, 
the event was cancelled and the 
Ulrichsberg Association’s president, 


Rudolf Gallob, and chairman, Peter 
Steinkellner, resigned. Both stated that 
the reason for their personal decisions 
was that they distance themselves 
from any extremism, be it of the right 
or the left. 

Gallob's statement has a distinct ring 
of hypocrisy, considering that four years 
ago he made the laughable but worn 
out claim that members of the Waffen 
SS were mere soldiers and therefore 
always welcome at _ Ulrichsberg. 
Steinkellner, who personally ensured 
the attendance of a group of nazis at 
the 2008 gathering, is no better. 

Whether Ressenig, who has also 
quit the Ulrichsberg Association’s 
executive, will be prosecuted for his 
business sideline is not yet clear, but it 
was his activity, together with the 
stupidity of his colleagues, that 
caused the cancellation of the 50th 
anniversary commemoration. The board 
of the Association is apparently 
thinking about relocating the meeting 
to an indoor venue next year. 

For this year at least, the Ulrichsberg 
gathering has gone with the wind. 
And its anti-fascist opponents are 
delighted. a 
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Heavy security ensures gay parade is peaceful 


Janosz Malterik reports from Budapest 


THIS YEAR’S Budapest Gay Pride 
parade on 5 September took place 
without the violence that characterised 
it last year when gangs of masked and 
hooded fascists bombarded participants 
with stones, petrol bombs and bottles of 
acid. On that occasion, a member of the 
European parliament and several left 
liberal politicians were attacked, the 
renowned journalist Jozsef Orosz was 
battered senseless, police officers were 
injured and police vehicles set ablaze. 

This year measures were taken to 
prevent a repeat. Several hours before 
the parade was due to begin, police 
closed off the fashionable Andrdssy 
Boulevard and surrounding area. 
Residents wanting to go home were 
accompanied by police who checked 
their identity. Nearby roads were closed 
to traffic and the only way to reach the 
start of the parade at Heroes’ Square 
was by tube train. As part of the security 
measures, several underground stations 
on the way to Heroes’ Square were 
closed, their entrances guarded by 
armed riot police carrying gas masks. 

The parade’s organisers put strong 
security measures in place at the 
entrance to the cordoned-off zone. 
That the police allowed this is new for 
Hungary. Whether this privilege will be 
officially extended to nazi meetings is 
not known, but at the most recent rally 
of Blood and Honour in February, anti- 
fascist journalists were expected to show 
their press passes to the nazis. 

Around 1,500 people, far more than 
in previous years, took part in the 
parade. The majority were not gays or 


lesbians but supporters. Many gay and 
lesbian people stayed away out of fear 
after last year’s assaults. 

Because of the tense situation in 
Hungary and a police requirement that 
participants should behave “morally”, 
there was little of the colourful clothing 
normally seen at Pride events and the 
march was more like a civil rights 
demonstration. There were left liberal 
novelists, journalists and_ politicians 
including the former Prime Minister 
Ferenc Gyurcsany. Now president of the 
Socialist Party’s foundation, Gyurcsany 
was the first prominent politician in 
post-communist Hungary to declare 
himself an anti-fascist. 

Guests from western Europe, 
including more than 100 from Vienna, 
swelled the numbers. International 
support is extraordinarily important in 
Hungary, helping to strengthen 
democracy in a country lacking 
democratic traditions. 

An additional cause of tension around 
the parade stemmed from the ban on an 
international nazi march in memory of 
Hitler’s deputy Rudolf Hess scheduled 
for 15 August and the _police’s 
determination to enforce order. 

Thanks admittedly to the massive 
police presence nobody taking part in 
the parade came to any harm and 
participants were able to leave safely at 
the end. The need for the heightened 
security was demonstrated by the fact 
that not far away several hundred 
homophobic demonstrators attacked 
the police and stoned a synagogue. 

The latently violent climate in 


Police block Budapest underground stations 
to protect the Gay Pride parade 
Photos: Judit Gyulai 


Hungary has been more or less accepted 
for several years and is closely linked to 
the racist atmosphere. Ilona Ekes, a 
member of the racist opposition party 
Fidesz-MPSZ, which may be in 
government after next April's 
parliamentary elections, has demanded 
that the “immoral” Pride parade should 
be banned on the grounds that 
“homosexuality is an illness”. 

This sort of thinking is rife, even in 
academic circles, as demonstrated by 
Professor Gabor Vida, an evolutionary 
biologist and genetics researcher, who 
recently compared homosexuality 
with “bed wetting or anal incontinence” 
and likened it to paedophilia as a danger 
to mankind. 

Many people in Hungary think like 
Vida and there are opinion formers, 
scientists, academics and_ politicians 
who are all too happy to use the 
nationalist and racist media as a 
platform for their sick views. It is no 
wonder, then, that there are racists 
among the police and the atmosphere of 
violence is increasing. 

The supposedly banned fascist private 
army, the Hungarian Guard, now has so 
many supporters that it was able to 
gather under its new name of the 
New Hungarian Guard Movement on 
private land near Budapest on 
22 August to swear in another 620 
members. This came in the wake of the 
revelation that German nazis were 
being trained in Hungary in July at a 
paramilitary camp organised by the 
Hungarian National Front. So far there 
has been no police intervention and 
no arrests. ~= 
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-RANCE Far-right mayor to host identity rally 


From Jean-Yves Camus in Paris 


THE FAR-RIGHT Bloc Identitaire 
(BI) will hold its annual conference in 
the southern French city of Orange on 
17-18 October in a municipal building 
provided by Jacques Bompard, the city’s 
mayor. A former National Front (FN) 
MP, Bompard switched in 2005 to the 


anti-EU, arch-conservative Movement - 


for France (MPF), led by the former 
minister Philippe de Villiers. 

The conference, which will feature 
high ranking far-right guests from 
other European countries, will take 
place at a time when the MPF, the main 
rightist opposition to President Nicolas 
Sarkozy, has decided to join the so- 
called “Coordination Committee” of the 
ruling conservative adminstration. 

After losing two European Parliament 
seats in June, retaining only de Villiers’s 
seat, the MPF decided to return to the 
mainstream conservative fold. Joining 
this loose — and powerless — committee is 
probably the first -step to the MPF 
becoming a full member of Sarkozy’s 
coalition and de Villiers securing another 
appointment as a Cabinet Minister. 

Bompard, part of the FN leadership 
between 1972 and 2005, is deeply 
critical of de Villiers’s manouevring, 


Far-right transfer 
window opens 


From Taz for Reflex and 
Antifa-Net in Paris 


IT IS NOT ONLY football that has a 
summer transfer window, it seems. 
The practice has spread to the far right 
which has seen a number of key players 
changing teams. 

The first was Philippe de Villiers, 
leader of the Movement For France 
(MPF), who, without actually joining 
President Nicolas Sarkozy's Union for a 
Popular Majority (UMP), has climbed 
aboard the Committee of the 
Presidential Majority, created by 


Sarkozy to unite the right behind him in 
preparation for the next regional and 
presidential elections. 

Thinking of following him is the 
leader of the quaintly named Hunting, 
Fishing, Nature and Tradition Party. 

Jacques Bompard, the mayor of 


which he thinks will make the MPF 
subservient to Sarkozy without any 
noticeable ideological reward. 

The BI is committed to preserving 
French and Europan identity from 
“cosmopolitanism’, immigration and 
the supposed “Islamisation” of Europe. 
Advertised conference participants 
include the former FN executive Jean- 
Yves Le Gallou, the magazine Le Choc 
du Mois, which is sold nationwide at 
mainstream newsstands, the Novopress 
website and Alsace d’abord (Alsace 
First), which is the Strasbourg-based 
equivalent of the far-right German Pro- 
Koln party. 

Foreign guests so far listed include 
Andreas Molzer from the Freedom Party 
in Austria; the Swiss UDC/SVP MP 
Dominique Baettig, Franck Vanhecke 
from the Belgian Vlaams Belang, the 
Italian Northern League and Josep 
Anglada, the chairman of Plataforma per 
Catalunya. The line-up means that the 
conference is more than a marginal event. 

More than anything else it 
demonstrates that the extreme right is 
in turmoil ahead of Jean-Marie Le Pen’s 
expected retirement as leader of the FN 
in 2010. All the various nationalist 


Orange and an MPF member since 
2005, also sees this as an opportunity to 
get close to the mainstream right, after 
sailing for 40 years in the troubled 
waters of the extreme right. He does 
not, however, wish to capitulate to 
Sarkozy and will only join if Sarkozy 
adopts the MPF’s programme. 

It is unlikely that the UMP wants to 
be encumbered with Bompard, who 
trails André-Yves Beck, a former fascist 
Nouvelle Résistance (NR) activist now 
with Identity, in his wake, especially 
considering the MPF record of 
recycling nationalist activists into the 
mainstream right. 

Guillaume Peltier, for example, a 
former activist in the Front National's 
youth front, the FNJ, and later of the 
Mouvement National Républicain 
(MNR), joined the MPF in 2001 before 
moving on to the UMP. And Benoit 
Fleury, former chief of the fascist 
student heavy mob, the Groupe Union 
Défense, in the 1990s, is now director of 
legal affairs for the Vendée region which 


factions hope to attract those FN 
activists who will quit if Marine Le Pen 
takes over from her father. 

The rift is also ideological. While 
some key French extremists such as 
Christian Bouchet and Alain Soral 
want to build a lasting “anti-system” 
coalition that could include former 
leftists and Islamists on the basis of 
opposition to the US and 
Zionism/Israel, the BI and its French 
and foreign guests are focusing on 
opposition to Islam and _ the 
multicultural society. 

The BI is not even hostile to building 
links with the most hardline sections of 
the Jewish community, on the basis of a 
common fear of immigration and Islam. 
In line with this it proclaims neutrality 
on the Israel-Palestine conflict. 

On the whole, while part of the 
extreme right remains faithful to the old 
Third Positionism that rejects any 
alliance with the mainstream parties of 
the right, it seems that the BI has now 
adopted a more pragmatic approach of 
trying to influence the agenda of parties 
such as the MPF that act as a bridge 
between the arch-conservatives and the 
activist far right. ~_ 


is run by the MPF. 

At a lower level, Thomas Demada, a 
former NR activist close to Christian 
Bouchet, has quit Alain Soral’s Equality 
and Reconciliation group in favour of 
Kémi Seba's Movement of those 
Damned by Imperialism (MDI). He is 
joined by Ginette Skandrani and Serge 
Thion, two well known _ far-right 
Holocaust deniers. 

These “transfers” of activists are likely 
to continue. At the end of the year 
Equality and Reconciliation is set to 
launch as a party while the New 
Popular Right and the magazine 
Synthese Nationale will attempt, at a 
meeting in Paris on 11 November, to 
gather together the numerous splinter 
groups and malcontents that have 
broken away from the FN and share 
hostility to the Le Pen clan. 

Whether these two initiatives will 
ever see the light of day is uncertain, 
given the fractious nature of many of 
the personalities who are likely to be 
involved. 
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Fascist leader arrested for 
organising riot 


From Natasha Pankowska for Antifa-Net in Chisinau 


THE LEADER OF the fascist Legionnaire 
Movement of the Republic of Moldova 
has been arrested for organising the 
riots that swept the Moldovan capital, 
Chisinau, after the announcement of a 
Communist victory in the general 
election on 5 April. 

Sergiu Lascu has been charged 
with “active participation in violence, 
arson and destruction of property 
during the mass riots and attacking 
police”. If convicted, he faces up to 
ten years in prison. 

At least two _— ultra-nationalist 
antisemitic “Legionnaire” groups, whose 
origins are in the fascist, antisemitic lron 
Guard of inter-war Romania, are now 
active in Moldova. Lascu’s group is 
closely linked with Legionnaires from 
Romania concentrated around the Iron 
Guard hardcore antisemitic monthly 
Obiectiv Legionar (Legionnaire Focus). 

The publication first appeared in 
summer 2003 and was. widely 
distributed in Romania in town halls 
and universities, as well as sold at 
state-owned newspaper kiosks. 

The movement has several local 
branches and owns Majadahonda, the 
Bucharest publisher of works by the Iron 
Guard founder Corneliu Zelea Codreanu 
and books about his movement. 
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Lascu’s group dishes — out 
antisemitic material and organises 
annual gatherings on Victory Day, 
celebrated on 9 May in Moldova, at a 
cemetery for soldiers who fought for 
the pro-Hitler Romanian Army during 
the Second World War. It is notorious 
for violence against homosexuals and 
breaking the windows of the Jewish 
school in Chisinau. 

In May 2008, fascists from both 
Legionnaire groups surrounded buses 
carrying Gay Pride marchers in 
Chisinau and threatened them with 
violence. The mob then went on to 
attack the office of an LGBT 
organisation. 

Another Legionnaire group, a branch 
of the fascist Noua Dreapta, also 
maintains close contacts with its 
Romanian counterparts. In 2008, a 
Romanian Noua Dreapta delegation, 
led by Tudor lonescu visited Moldova, 
including the cities of Chisinau, Orhei 
and Soroca, “to evaluate previous 
activities, strengthen existing contacts 
and establish new ones”. This group 
was also involved in the April protests 
in Chisinau. 

Noua Dreapta is very active in both 
Romania and Moldova. Since last year 
it has organised a series of anti- 
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Poster advertising an event in Bucharest 
devoted to the “Romanian hero” Corneliu 
Codreanu, founder of the lron Guard 


communist demonstrations across 
Romania, demanding Moldova's 
immediate unification with Romania. 

Noua_ Dreapta’s popularity _ is 
growing rapidly among young 
Moldovans. Its Chisinau branch, 
headed by Sergiu Bacalov, a historian 
at the Moldovan Academy of Sciences, 
publishes its own newsletter Spada. 

Much of the Moldovan media and 
civil society continue to deny the 
danger of the far-right antisemitic 
groups that have appeared relatively 
recently. The media rarely write about 
lron Guardism and the subversive 
activities of Noua Dreapta. 

The violent protests in Chisinau in 
April, the increasingly frequent attacks 
on Jews - for example the assault on 
1 July on Rabbi Israel Livshits, head of 
the Jewish community in Chisinau, by 
a group of young men motivated 
by antisemitism -— recent antisemitic 
daubings in the northern town of 
Beltsy and regular anti-gay incidents 
should be warning enough for 
Moldovan society to start taking 
proper notice. ~= 
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Deaths at sea not just a game 


By Alfio Bernabei 


THE SON OF a government minister 
has been named as the author of a 
videogame that sinks boatloads of 
immigrants approaching Italy in a 
process of gradual elimination. Not a 
word of condemnation has yet come 
from the Cabinet or Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi. The game seems to 
draw inspiration from the harsher anti 
immigrant measures recently enacted 
and plays on the climate of fear 
towards Muslims, Romas and blacks, 
sparked by the scare-mongering 
tactics of the xenophobes, so 
prominent in government circles. 

Rimbaiza il clandestino (Bounce back 
the illegal immigrant) was placed last 
June on the official Facebook page of 
the Northern League, Berlusconi's 
government ally and the driving force 
behind the anti immigrant measures. 

Players get extra points by 
successfully mouse-clicking on the 
largest boatloads of immigrants to 
make them disappear off the Italian 
coastline. No lifeboats or lifebelts are 
in sight. Players who fail to keep the 
map of Italy clear of immigrants 
by not eliminating enough boats 
get the notice “game over, try again, 
hope you'll do better next time to 
show you are a worthy member of the 
Northern League”. 

The manager of the page and 
creator of the game is Renzo Bossi. His 
father, Umberto, is Minister for 
Federalist Reforms and a founder 
member of the League, which was 
brought into the first Berlusconi 
government in 1994 alongside the 
neofascists. 

Given the notoriously xenophobic 
comments by leading figures in the 
League over the years, including one 
recommending the shooting at sea of 
boatmen carrying immigrants to Italy, 
the game's genesis from father to son 
is obvious. After protests it was taken 
off the Facebook page and ARCI, a 
leftwing youth association, reported 
Renzo Bossi, 21, to the authorities 
accusing him of instigating racism. 

No sooner had this been done than a 
local Branch of the League near Venice 
took things well beyond boat sinking 


IMMIGRATI CLANDESTINI 
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by placing on its own Facebook page 
the slogan “Illegal immigrants, let's 
torture them! It’s legitimate defence” 
Among the 433 “friends” of this page 
were leading party members, 
including Bossi senior. They claimed 
they knew nothing of this particular 
branch advocating torture. 

Moving away from the game and 
looking at the real picture of illegal 
immigrants dying at sea, the latest 
estimated figures published by the 
European Commission show that 
1,274 people died off Sicily during 
2008 and 415 in the first six months of 
this year. A particularly harrowing 
episode was recorded in August when 
five immigrants rescued after 28 days 
at sea reported the death from 
dehydration and starvation of 73 of 
their companions. They were Eritreans 
and Ethiopians who had left the 
Libyan coast in the same _ boat. 
The players of Bounce back the illegal 
immigrant may have shouted “they 
asked for it!” but, paradoxically, it is the 
quieter arena of media reporting that 
is cause for concern. In Britain, for 
instance, one leading quality paper 
devoted about ten lines to the tragedy 
in the “news in brief” column of an 
inside page. The printed edition of 
another ignored it altogether. 

The death at sea of hundreds of 
people in a closely monitored stretch 
of the Mediterranean has brought 
about comparisons with the victims of 
the Nazis who perished in trains to the 


Fantasy and reality: 

(above) Scene from the videogame in which 
players have to sink boatloads of immigrants 
(left) Northern League slogan calling for the 

torture of illegal immigrants 


concentration camps that nobody ever 
noticed. The Northern League has 
rejected such accusations. Yet certain 
aspects of the legislation that 
criminalises illegal entry, some 
predating the current government, 
have been interpreted as potentially 
leading to deaths at sea since they may 
discourage rescue attempts. A case 
involving seven Tunisian fishermen 
who were arrested and put on trial in 
Italy in 2007 for “aiding and abetting 
illegal immigration” after they had 
brought ashore 44 people found lost at 
sea in gale force winds continues to be 
cited as an example. One observer 
(Slavoj Zizek, The London Review of 
Books, 23 July 2009) has suggested 
that some anti-immigrant measures 
may go as far as creating a “figure 
excluded from the civil order, who can 
be killed with impunity” Very much like 
the Bossi game. 

To some, of course, the current 
measures don’t go far enough. 
Roberto Fiore, who after his meeting 
with Nick Griffin in August claims to 
have set up a “preferential axis” of 
cooperation between his party 
Forza Nuova and the BNP, mounted 
a demonstration last month in 
Perugia against the government to 
denounce the controls on immigrants 
as_ ineffective and too lenient. 
His demands: more expulsion and 
absolutely “no gift of citizenship” to 
those who have no blood ties to the 
country. ~ 
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Become a HOPE not hate organiser 


During the European election campaign 
thousands of people from across the country 
stood up and took action to stop the BNP. 
Together we delivered millions of leaflets and 
we made a real difference. 


But we had a problem: organisational capacity. 
If we are going to stop the BNP in the future we 
need to invest in a national infrastructure, but 
one that is rooted in local communities. 


HOPE not hate is running 13 Organisers’ 
Academies throughout the UK. The sessions will 
last for half a’day and will give you the skills and 
training you need to take ownership of the 
HOPE not hate campaign in your area. 


We will only beat the BNP by developing 
community-based campaigns that reach out to 
those being sucked in by the BNP. 
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